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Focal ó Bhínse an Phríomhoide 

CCRí welcomed a group of first and second year Professional 
Masters in Education students. These students have spent the 
year learning in Críost Rí and contribute hugely to our school.  
(ó chlé: S Hoy, J Birmingham, M O’Donoghue, G Connolly,  
O Dorney. As láithir: D O Broin, J Cronin, E O Donovan). 

(Ar chúl, ó chlé) E Ó Riordáin, S Ó Luinneacháin,  
B Ring, E Murphy, B O’Connor.

(Chun tosaigh, ó chlé) S Barry, P Mac an Rí (Príomhoide),  
M Walk (Cathaoirleach). As láithir: Br. M Keneally.

Failte roimh múinteoirí nua (ó chlé): A Ó Grainne,  
A Ní Dhonnabháin agus D Aubert.

Fáilte go Críost Rí

Student Teachers 2018/19

More than ever this year I have become aware of just how many 
people contribute to the life of Coláiste Chríost Rí. Throughout 
the academic year and beyond, their focus is on fulfilling our 
school’s mission, which is to provide each student with the very 
best educational experience possible. This is achieved not only by 
the very professional, committed and hard-working teaching and 
support staffs in the school but also by the wonderful engagement 
of those who contribute from outside the daily round of classroom 
activities; everyone from parents to past-pupils, from the Board of 
Management to the Presentation Brother Schools Trust and the 
many visitors, individuals and agencies who give of their expertise 
to make an education in Críost Rí such an enriching experience. 

What all these people and groups have in common is a willingness 
to share their time, experience and talent with others. Experience 
of this spirit of generosity helps each of us to become aware of 
our responsibilities to others, from our families to our friends and 
indeed to the world at large. Our school has witnessed this spirit of 
reciprocal appreciation on many occasions again this year. Some 
were like the visit of our past pupil, Cian O Neill, who returned to 
show us that success is based on hard work and commitment 
and some were like our former teacher Jim Cremin, who worked 
tirelessly to help our First Years transition successfully to secondary 
school.

Our former Principal Mr. Mick Carey and our former Special 
Education Needs co-ordinator Mr. Jim Foley are prime examples 
of those who have contributed so much to Coláiste Chríost Rí over 
the years. Both retired this year and both leave behind a legacy 
of care, commitment and endless good humour which remains a 
source of inspiration to those of us who were lucky enough to be 
either taught by or work with them.

Time however stands still for no man, and life in Críost Rí continues 
apace. The new computer lab is up and running and has proven 
to be a great asset in enabling our students integrate ICT into 
their learning. This summer we are due to replace one hundred 
and fifty windows on the front and side of the main building, 
a refurbishment which will make us more energy efficient and 
indeed more comfortable on chilly winter mornings.

Coláiste Chríost Rí offers a Catholic education to our students. 
We believe that a Catholic education is a balance between 
acquiring the knowledge and skills that one needs to be 
successful in tandem with the holistic development of each 
individual. As a school it is our desire that an education in Coláiste 
Chríost Rí will continue to give our students the tools that they need 
to be successful but will also give them a sense of perspective 
on what is truly important in their lives. A Críost Rí education will 
mean that our students are equipped to meet the future with 
confidence and compassion, and perhaps in years to come 
many will return to give the next generation of students the benefit 
of their time, talents and life experiences. Looking forward to it!

Rí Abú

 P Mac an Rí 
 

Fáilte roimh Bord Bainistíochta Nua



Past Pupil Profile
My name is Eugene Murphy. I attended 
Coláiste Chríost Rí between 1973 and 
1979. I am presently serving on the 
Board of Management of Coláiste 
Chríost Rí as a nominee of the 
Presentation Brothers School Trust.

I am extremely grateful to the school 
for the standard and diversity of the 
education I received in Capwell Road. 
My time in Coláiste Chríost Rí was 
thoroughly enjoyable most of the time. 
Yes, I did get into trouble from time to 
time … maybe too often!

I went on to UCC where I studied Law 
and qualified as a Solicitor in 1986. I 
have been working as a solicitor for the 
past 33 years. I am a partner in a legal 
firm, Murphy English and Company. 
We have offices in Carrigaline and in 
Cook Street, Cork and whilst I have 
undertaken work throughout Ireland my 
work is principally undertaken in Cork 
and particularly the Cork City area.

Coláiste Chríost Rí taught me and 
will teach you how to deal with the 
good, the bad and the ugly. You will 
meet them all in your lifetime and the 
education and life experience gained 
in Capwell Road will be invaluable to 
all of you. I have had that benefit, so 
will you. 

There is a unique camaraderie in 
Coláiste Chríost Rí. I don’t have to tell 
any of you that. You will feel it now 
and you will also experience it in 20/30 
years’ time wherever you are and 
whatever you do. 

In Capwell Road there was no pre-
requisite of x-factor intellect. This was 
because Coláiste Chríost Rí has, and 
had, an innate ability to get the most 
out of its pupils relative to their ability 
and this is not just limited to academia. 

Our school, as you know, has an 
extraordinary reputation in sport and 
you may not come to realise this fully 

until you leave the school. I particularly 
remember in UCC encountering 
almost jealousy from other young 
people in relation to what our school 
had achieved in sport in general. The 
excellence achieved historically is all 
around you, it’s on the walls and in the 
corridors. It’s not just there, it’s also in 
minds of the general public including 
those who were not fortunate enough 
to attend Coláiste Chríost Rí.

The principal objective of the 
Presentation Brothers School Trust 
and all of the Staff of the school is 
to maximise each of your academic 
and occupational abilities, sport and 
extra-curricular activities however are 
an integral part of your education and 
will enhance it significantly. Our form 
on the playing fields and athletic stadia 
of Ireland may have dipped slightly in 
recent times but we will recover this not 
least because of the traditional ethos 
and determination of the school beidh 
lá eile ag an bPaorach!

During our school lives and thereafter 
it is extremely important to accept 
and understand that we will not win all 
the time. It is very important to know 
how to lose. School, work and life in 
general is no bed of roses. You are 
all now in the best possible place to 
prepare for the tests ahead and the 
most important advice I can give to 
you is listen extremely carefully to your 
teachers, they are always on your side 
despite what you may think about them 
from time to time. The story is told of a 
young lad aged 16 years who thought 
that his parents were imbeciles. He 
then reached 21 and believed that 
what they had learned in five years was 
absolutely astonishing!!

Similarly, be aware that your teachers 
are far more street wise and life 
hardened than you may give credit for. 
Soak up what they will impart to you. By 

all means debate with them but respect 
them. Be assured, they will be valued 
friends of yours in the future when you 
have long since left Coláiste Chríost Rí. 

The value of my experience in Coláiste 
Chríost Rí only fully crystallised in my 
mind after I left the school and I am 
fully committed to helping the school 
in whatever was I can either as a Board 
of Management Member or simply as a 
past pupil. 

Your teachers, mentors, Principal and 
vice-principal in Coláiste Chríost Rí will 
always ensure that you are given every 
chance to realise your potential and to 
reach your goals be they academic or 
sports related. Whatever happens it is 
important that you all enjoy your time in 
Coláiste Chríost Rí.

You may not believe it sometimes but 
this is in fact the most carefree period 
of your life. You are privileged to be 
educated in the unique system and 
ethos that is Coláiste Chríost Rí. It is that 
system that has established us as one 
of the strongest schools in Mathematics 
and Science throughout Ireland. Past 
pupils of Coláiste Chríost Rí have 
also excelled in Business, Trades, and 
professions which are not entirely rooted 
in Maths and Science. Always believe 
that you will attain what you wish for. 
Coláiste Chríost Rí will do the rest.

Finally, can we get the engraver to 
stop putting Kerry teams on the Corn Uí 
Mhuirí?

Is mise le meas,

Eugene Murphy



Retirements
Jim Foley, an appreciation.
Reality surely bit for former colleagues with the realisation that 
the last two members of the all-male staff of the early 1980s 
are now retired, Jim Foley and Michéal Ó Ciardha.  Existential 
angst aside, it marks the end of an era in Críost Rí. Sports 
jackets and ties were de rigueur then.  Photographs were 
generally still black and white. Essential modes of transport 
were limited to the bicycle for most lads and some teachers. 
Crowded hired trains travelled to away matches. Technology 
in the classroom was limited to the odd cassette tape!

The world of education was changing though and Jim Foley 
was part and parcel of that change. He embraced the use 
of computers, as they developed, as an aide to the teacher 
in the classroom, especially for research in his teaching of 
history and preparation of house exams. Eventually, Jim’s 
familiarity with modern technology would ease the passage of 
developments in the then fledgling Learning Support service in 
the school and indeed ease the acquisition of computer skills 
by his fellow teachers with whom he was ever ready to work. 

Keeping up to date with developments was not the sole 
essential contribution Jim made to school life. Indeed, most of 
his colleagues will remember Jim first and foremost for his larger 
than life presence. Conversations in the staff-room were regularly 
punctuated by Jim’s infectious laugh which brought a smile to 
all present. Keynote debates regularly took place with Jim at the 
helm on topics ranging from the esoteric realms of theology to 
the minutiae of the performance of players in a six nations rugby 
game. Eager to argue his point, Jim was also a courteous and 
adept listener. Rather disconcerting for those who thought they 
could best him, though, Jim always had an alternative angle, 
proving that a Jesuit education is never wasted! 

Altruism was deep-seated in Jim’s character throughout 
his career in Críost Rí as, unbeknownst to most, he quietly 
observed and advised young teachers struggling to get to 
grips with the classroom; his calm reassuring words restoring 
confidence. Looking out for struggling students was also 
second nature to Jim, an interest which resulted in his greatest 
legacy to the school i.e. building on foundations laid by others 
and further developing the Learning Support services in the 
school. Our profession is one where there are many good 
teachers but where great teachers are rare. Nowhere is this 
measured better than in the legacy a teacher leaves in the 
school. Everyone who knew him will acknowledge that Jim’s 
legacy in Learning Support makes him a great teacher.

However, innovation and amiability do not tell the full story. 
Egoism, pomposity and pretence were often the targets of 
Jim’s ire, in particular when they interfered with much needed 
developments.

Staff meetings were all the more fruitful for Jim’s insightful 
contributions, albeit not universally welcomed on occasions. 
Taking an unpopular but necessary stance was never avoided. 
Arguably, his opposition was always productive and could be 
seen as a greater indication of loyalty and dedication than 
mindless sycophancy. [No one could ever accuse Jim of the 
latter!] Definitely, Jim cared; he cared a lot for the school 
community and that community respected him and loved him 
for it.

So, Jim, enjoy your well-deserved retirement. 

S. Ó Scolaí. 



Michael Carey’s (Mícheál Ó Ciardha) 
parents enrolled him in Scoil Chríost Rí 
(now Bunscoil Chríost Rí) in 2nd class 
and he progressed on to Coláiste Chríost 
Rí five years later. One of his most vivid 
memories from his primary school days 
is the ‘big boys’ from Coláiste Chríost 
Rí coming to Scoil Chríost Rí to get the 
pupils to support them in their games 
throughout Munster and Ireland. It was 
an exciting time for the young boy from 
Ballyphehane heading off on buses and 
trains with homemade crepe paper hats 
in the Críost Rí colours to cheer on the 
footballers and hurlers. Br. Fabian was 
his first football mentor and he gave him 
a great sense of his own potential and 
taught him to work hard and enjoy his 
sport. 

His football talent was nurtured and 
developed in Coláiste Chríost Rí under 
the keen eye of Dick Tobin (former 
Deputy Principal). Michael captained 
the Senior team in his final year, 1974, 
and in the same year he won an All-
Ireland minor football medal with Cork. 
His sweetest memory of success was in 
the Frewen Final (Corn an Fhriúnaigh, 
under 16 ½ football) of 1972 where 
Coláiste Chríost Rí were trailing St. 
Brendan’s College (The Sem), Killarney 
by 10 points with only 10 minutes 
remaining. They managed to pull it out 

of the fire, with a winning margin of 4 
points when the referee blew the final 
whistle. Michael scored 2 goals and 1 
point in that match.  Michael has a stellar 
record as a player, winning medals in 
all the under-age categories.  Michael 
was an equally successful mentor and 
trainer, winning 3 Corn Uí Mhuirí (Munster 
Colleges) titles and 2 Corn Uí Ógain 
(All Ireland Colleges) titles with Críost Rí 
teams in the 1980’s. He also coached 3 
Corn an Fhriúnaigh winners (three in a 
row, 1990, 1991, 1992)    

After completing the Leaving Cert in 
1974 Michael joined the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate as a seminarian, with 
the intention of completing his studies 
and being ordained a priest. Michael 
spent 3 years with the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, moving to live in Galloping 
Green, Dublin to facilitate him to study 
for his BA degree in History, Philosophy 
and English. At the end of his 3rd year 
with the Oblates Michael realised that he 
had a different calling and continued his 
studies in UCD as a lay student to obtain 
his degree in History and Philosophy. He 
moved to UCC to complete his Higher 
Diploma in Education to become a 
secondary school teacher. Michael was 
offered a job in Coláiste Chríost Rí by Br. 
Pius (John Hunt). 

Michael was a dedicated and 
passionate teacher of History and his 
greatest satisfaction was in generating 
heated debates between students 
on History topics where he naturally 
acted as ‘Devil’s advocate’ to help the 
students understand the different views 
and perspectives of historic events. 

Michael became Deputy Principal in 
2009 which gave him new insights into 
the lives of the students who attend 
Coláiste Chríost Rí and he emphasises 
that building relationships of respect and 
cooperation are the keys to success in 
managing any school. 

Michael is proudly the first past pupil of 
Coláiste Chríost Rí to become Principal 
in April 2014. His four years as Principal 
gave him the greatest opportunity to 
contribute to the development of his 
alma mater and to ensure that CCRí 
continues to be at the forefront of 
education in Cork and in Ireland. 

As Micheál Ó Ciardha bowed out of 
life in Coláiste Chríost Rí in June 2018 he 
has made a remarkable contribution to 
life in the school over four decades as a 
student, teacher, Deputy Principal and 
Principal. 

‘Ní bheidh a leithéid arís ann’    

Dáithí Ó hAodha   

 Michéal Ó Ciardha



Football
We may not have written ourselves into the history books this year but we can most certainly say we gave it our all. For a team that 
lost twelve starting players, who won a Simcox the year previous, it was going to be tough from the get go. For such a young team 
the level of commitment, and positive mindsets, highlight that great things will come in the years ahead. 
With relatively little preparation, due to club commitments, we entered into our first game of the year and the first round of the 
Simcox cup against Hamilton High Bandon. Following a poor start we were determined to claw it back, leaving a deficit of three 
points at half time. Unfortunately we missed a penalty and a few crucial scores, which, on another day may have gone our way. On 
the day Marcus A’Cnoic, Ciarán Ó Mathúna and Lucás Ó hOrgáin were excellent throughout. Even after a consolation penalty in 
the last minute, which was netted well, it was not enough. We lost by a score of 2-9 to 2-10. From there training started to kick in; with 
numbers looking very positive. 
In our group for the Corn Uí Mhuirí we drew Rochestown College and Tralee CBS; teams we had history with from previous years. We 
beat Rochestown in the quarter final of the Corn Uí Mhuirí in 2017 and in that same year we lost to Tralee in the semi-final which took 
three classic games. History served as a reminder for these two matches. 
After four weeks of good training under our belt we felt ready for the Rochestown game. A rapid start to the first half with nearly no 
wides allowed us to go into half time ahead by five points. An early second half goal for Rochestown as well as three consecutive 
points put us under pressure, and we didn’t recover from there. Despite a valiant effort we lost by two points; 1-11 to 12 points. 
Michéal Ó hEachairn, Séamus Ó Leanacháin, Dáire Ó Callanáin and Fiachra Ó Croinín were the strongest on the day for CCRí. 
For many of us the prospect of it being our last game in the CCRí jersey was a sad yet motivating factor. We travelled to Cill na 
Martra against a strong CBS side. Alas, for the 6th years on the panel, it was to be our last day wearing the prestigious green, white 
and black jersey. The final score was 1-18 to 0-12 in a game where we failed to perform. Even though it was a poor year, in football 
terms, for a school of ours with such tradition, it most certainly doesn’t take away from the work and the time being put in by our 
teachers to develop the game. 
The senior football team wants to thank B Ó Cochláin and P Ó Ciarragáin for the commitment and dedication they gave to us this 
year. Their guidance has had a huge impact on myself and the team over the years. They are great role models and for this we are 
hugely grateful. 
Personally, I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to wear the Críost Rí jersey for six  wonderful years. There is something 
special, intangible almost, about being able to play for your school; this sense of pride reflects how welcoming and special a school 
Críost Rí actually is. I can say without hesitation that I have enjoyed my time here and I know, looking ahead, that the future is very 
bright!  

Rí Abú!

Rónan Ó Daltúin (6 ú bl)

U16 Footballers



Past pupils Seac Ó Riain and Conchúir Ó hOrgáin. Who won the Sigerson Cup this year with UCC. S Ó Creimín agus A Ó Gráinne 
were both members of the management team, the manager was past pupil Billy Morgan.

Victorious St. Finbarr’s senior footballers celebrated winning the county championship this year. Many of the players are Críost Rí 
alumni. The team came back to their alma mater with the cup in the days after the game and were greeted in a packed hall by 
future generations of aspiring county champions! 

Champion Alumni

Sigerson



Hurling 2018/19
Senior hurling got off to a flying start with an impressive win against one of our closest rivals Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh. 
However, the luck ran out after that and we were unable to progress further in the Munster championship.  

All underage teams competed extremely well. There is a bright future in store for our young hurlers whose enthusiasm and 
commitment to school hurling was reflected by the number of training sessions throughout the year. The U15 and U14 hurling 
teams took part in more than 40 sessions with an average of 25 players at each session. Progress is being made and players 
are developing nicely. 

S Ó Broin



 Basketball

This year has been a great year for basketball in Coláiste Chríost Rí. The U16 team had a great run in the group stages inflicting 
losses to Coláiste an Phiarsaigh and Glanmire CS. The group consisted of three schools which meant great results saw them directly 
through to the county semi-final where they battled it out with Kinsale CS. Unfortunately they lost that match by the narrowest of 
margins (44 – 45).Our U19 team had a season they can be proud of. After cruising through the group stages where they beat every 
team in their way (Coláiste an Phiarsaigh, Glanmire CS, CBC, Carrignavar) they met and overcame Glanmire CS (52 – 36) one more 
time in the County semi-final. The county final took place in Neptune Stadium on the 3rd of December and CCRí, cheered on by 
busses of faithful supporters, got the better of Bantry in a comprehensive 59 to 45 victory. This result was made even more significant 
as it stopped Bantry’s unbeaten run of 15 months (they won the All-Ireland C-League last year).

Next for our team was a Sunday trip to Bagenalstown in Co. Carlow to take part in the All-Ireland play-offs (quarter final stage). After 
a great start and a win against Presentation College Athenry (47 – 20), the boys narrowly lost to DLS Bagenalstown (51 – 57) but were 
well beaten by the superior team and future All-Ireland winners St. Andrews College Dublin (74 – 50). Despite the disappointing end 
the boys know that they gave everything on the court and represented their school with pride.

Our 1st year basketballers came second in their pool of four teams having lost only one game in extra time to Glanmire CC while 
beating both Coláiste an Phiarsaigh and CBC. In the county quarter-final next stage they encountered Kinsale where they were 
unfortunately beaten.

The 2nd year team was unbeaten in the group stages overcoming all four schools it played against: Coláiste an Phiarsaigh, Glanmire CC, 
CBC and Carrignavar. This meant that our team topped their pool and went straight through to the County semi-final. Despite a great 
effort from every player Bantry proved too strong and inflicted the first loss to our team and deprived them of a place in the County final.

 A Pyrovolakis, D Uí hAonghusa

The county final winning U19 team

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Craig Sweeney, Fiachra Cronin, Matthew Quigley, Mark Guinnan, Oyemen Ayote, Reece Parker.
Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Alan Cotter, Luke Horgan, Sean Foley, Christian Bongcayao, Ronniel Eniego, Samuel Gbadero.



Athletics & Cross Country
Our 2018/2019 season was always going to be tough given 
the outstanding success of last year. Given our current 
high status on the national cross country scene; and the 
graduation of many talented students last year; our athletes 
faced a challenge in keeping Coláiste Chríost Rí at the 
pinnacle of Irish athletics. As is typical for our runners; they 
grabbed this challenge with both hands and polished our 
school’s illustrious reputation and history even more.

Our first race of the year took place on a bitterly cold day 
in December in Riverstick. Our teams lay down a strong 
marker for the year with our Senior Team winning their race 
in a very impressive manner and taking home the team gold 
medals. This team was made up of Séamus Ó hAilín, Cathal Ó 
Gamhna, Laoi Ó Mordha and Lucás Ó Nuanáin. Intermediate 
runner Stiofán Ó Sé also picked up a bronze medal on the 
day with a very confident performance. 

Our next race was the South Munster Championships that 
took place in January 2019 in Riverstick. On a very tough 
course; our intermediate and senior teams put all their hard 
training into practise and took home the Gold and Silver team 
medals respectively. It is worth noting that once runners enter 
the intermediate and senior levels of competition; they are 
competing with the future stars of Irish athletics. To win medals 
at this level of the competition is a strong reflection of the 
strength and dedication of these athletes.

Our victorious intermediate team was led home by the 
talented Cathal Ó Gamhna and followed closely home by 
the equally talented Ben Ó Conchúir, Stiofán Ó Sé and Lucás 
Ó Nuanáin in that order. Very strong performances were 

put in by Churchill Isibor, Lucás Ó Maoleáin Ó hAnnragain, 
Odhran Breathnach and Seán Meskell. The team was 
beyond impressive on the day and to take home the 
Intermediate Cup and gold medals was an immense (and 
deserved) achievement. These lads have made sure that 
Críost Rí’s name is etched on yet another cross country 
trophy. 

Our senior team was narrowly pipped to the gold medal 
and took home a much celebrated set of silver medals. This 
team was led home by the veteran and very decorated 
Seac Ó Conchúir (who also claimed an individual bronze 
medal). Séamus Ó hAilín, Laoi Ó Mordha, Lucas Ó hOrgáin 
and Roibeard Ó Diarmada all ran very strong races and 
Críost Rí claimed second place. We went on to the Munster 
Championships with high hopes.

However, I must admit that I was very disappointed by the 
unfortunate timing of the Munster Final. Between pre-exams, 
ski trips and TY work experience; both our teams were 
decimated (only four of the fourteen runners were freely 
available on the day). However, I must pay special tribute 
to the extra effort that many runners made to represent 
our school teams. Seven athletes volunteered to sit their 
pre-exams on the first Saturday of their mid-term break. In 
addition, intermediate runner Tahmid Alam agreed to take 
the daunting step up to senior level in order to make up a 
team. Both B Ó Ceallaigh and I hold these runners in the 
highest regard for this personal commitment. 

Despite these challenges; we marched on to the 
Munster Championships in Waterford IT with confidence. 



Athletics & Cross Country
Unfortunately, our intermediate team did not qualify on the 
day. However, our senior team of Seac Ó Conchúir, Laoi 
Ó Mordha, Lucás Ó hOrgáin and the heroic Tahmid Alam 
snatched the team bronze medal and claimed their place 
in the All-Ireland Final! This was a massive achievement given 
the circumstances and I could not have been prouder of ALL 
the students who ran this day. Thank you to you all for your 
dedication.

On March 9th in Clongowes Woods College, Coláiste Chríost 
Rí lined up against the elite runners of the country (for the 
ninth year in a row). Our runners ran very well and gave us 
a performance to be proud of. Críost Rí finished the season 
ranked as the eighth school in the county; a result that I would 
have gleefully taken at the start of the season. 

I want to thank B Ó Ceallaigh and Ken Nason for all the time, 
effort, and commitment to athletics this year (and every 
year). These men give up much of their time for the sport and 
everyone in our school is beyond grateful. They are the spine 
around which our consistency is formed. Thank you to ALL the 
students who take part in athletics. A reputation can easily be 
lost if it is not maintained; and you all keep Críost Rí as relevant 
today as it has been in the last 60 years. 

We have some excellent talent coming through our ranks at 
present; and while we will lose talent like Seac Ó Conchúir this 
year; the likes of Cathal Ó Gamhna, Laoi Ó Mordha, Stiofán 
Ó Sé, Ben Ó Conchúir, Marcus Ó Conchúir, Oisín de Faoite, 
Rian Ó Déisigh (to name a few) ensure that the future looks as 
bright as the past.  

A Ó hEidhín



Stair agus Tíreolaíocht

This year was an incredibly 
busy one for our students. 
Some of our activities 
included History project 
success, a visit and debate 
at the Model United Nations, 
engagement with An Taisce 
and Green Schools to 
promote climate awareness, 
senior cycle fieldwork, 
revision days in UCC and 
we have also seen a recent 
uptake in the Climate 
Ambassador Programme. 

As teachers we welcome development, innovation and change; albeit at times it may be difficult to conceptualise the future. Since 
the advent of Junior Cycle reform we have been tasked to embrace new Junior Cycle Specifications for the benefit of our students. 
This year in particular we have witnessed debate on curriculum development move outside of the staffrooms of the country and 
become part of public discourse; the genesis of this being the assertion that History and Geography be made optional as Junior 
Cycle subjects. 

In a decade where we have marked more historical commemorations than ever before, and witnessed more global political 
developments and upheaval than we may care to remember, we must know our history, where we come from, and who has come 
before. But, to remember, we must first acquire knowledge.  

The new Junior Cycle challenges students to undertake independent research, produce projects and content that reflect their 
locality, social landscape and history. Specifications in the social sciences give students an opportunity to participate as active 
citizens within a wider global community that puts current generational challenges to the forefront: Climate change, food and 
water security, war, government accountability and religious and social conflict to name but a few. 

The comprehensive education that a student of History and Geography receives is best reflected in our student cohort; an 
articulate, inquisitive, empowered and socially aware group of young men. These are students who realise and recognise all that 
has happened and come before them; the History and Geography of it all. Críost Rí students develop and innovate daily; learning 
about global systems, climates, cultures and human development. As curriculum change comes down the track (at pace) we must 
think of the student and what will be best for his future. 

The subjects and skills we currently teach are the foundations for our students further study, travel, preparation for the world of work, 
independence and much more. At a time when strong debate exists and centres on societal issues (local, national, international, 
political and cultural) we must evaluate whether or not we want active and informed global citizens or, do we think a student with a 
level of mere observational opinion is acceptable? 

Geography and History can shape a variety of careers as they touch all levels of business, government, religion, culture, population 
and they help us to address our wider social challenges; Homelessness, hunger, sustainability, and conflict. Geography and History 
are as relevant in Junior Cycle today as they have been for decades. Whether our students go on to be government ministers, 
entrepreneurs, tradesmen or engineers; the skills they garner from a well-rounded and balanced education, coupled with strong 
Junior Cycle core subjects, will stand to them. This is why History and Geography have always been permanent fixtures in our school 
curriculum, and will be into the future. 

S Ó Luinneacháin



Green Shools

Marek Zbanski  
Climate Ambassador



Comóradh Náisiúnta an Ghorta Mhóir 2018
The ceremony that is the National 
Famine Commemoration was held in 
UCC last year and featured research 
completed by six Coláiste Chríost 
Rí students: Ben O’Connor, Mark 
O’Connor, Seán Meskell, Joseph 
McCaffrey, Luke Healy and Luke 
O’Donoghue. The National Famine 
Commemoration was attended by 
President Higgins and was hosted by 
An Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Simon Coveney TD, on behalf 
of the Government. Coláiste Chríost Rí 
students were honoured to attend the 
commemoration

CCRí students completed a local 
history project in conjunction with 
the Department of Geography UCC 
relating to the former workhouse 
located on the grounds of St. Finbarr’s 
Hospital. Students presented their 
projects to President Higgins after 
the ceremony; their research project 
traced the origins, development and 
social impact of the workhouse on the 
people of the region. Críost Rí students 
were recognised for their high quality 
work and project presentation by An 
tUachtaráin, An Tánaiste and UCC 
President Professor Patrick O’Shea. The 
team were also presented with a copy 
of the Atlas of The Great Irish Famine 
from UCC with dedication and best 
wishes to Coláiste Chríost Rí written by 
President Higgins on the day. 

We wish to congratulate our students 
who represented their families and 
our school in such a positive light. A 
full collection of photographs from 
the day have been uploaded to the 
gallery section of the school app. 

S Ó Luinneacháin,  
agus B Ó Ceallaigh. 



National Famine Commemoration 2018



National and Global achievements  
for CCRí students
Cathal Ryan was awarded a west Cork Garda youth award at the Beara coast hotel Friday 23rd November. Cathal received this 
award for his achievements at the IWAS Youth World Games during the summer where he won Gold in the 100m breaking an Irish 
record. He also won silver in the 200m and javelin. Cathal is the only Irish athlete to be picked to travel for Athletics to the European 
Para Youth Games in Finland; just four days after his leaving cert. After this Cathal moved on to the Czech open this coming August.

Having competed at the Godiva classic in Coventry, breaking the Irish record in the 200m, he finished second and before Christmas 
he won a West Cork Garda Youth award. RTÉ will feature Cathal on the Maura and Daithí show at the end of April.

Well done Cathal and good luck!

 Congratulations to Cian O’Neill who won Silver and Bronze at the IWAS World Championships in Dubai this February.  
We are very proud of Cian’s achievements in CCRí and indeed on the global athletics stage.



Scoláireachtaí

Congratulations to Jose Miguel Recuero Hernandez who was the 
recipient of a Trinity College Entrance exhibitor Award this year. 

Congratulations also to Michal Szarkowicz who received a 
scholarship to study Data Science in UCD.

P Mac An Rí addresses a packed house of potential students and their parents at our annual Oíche Oscailte. On the night we 
received a large audience from Cork city and county national schools; we look forward to welcoming these students to Coláiste 
Chríost Rí in the years to come.

Oíche Oscailte 2018



Ar chúl (ó chlé): Dónal Ó Suilleabháin, Fergus Ó hIarlaithe, Dáire Falsey, Nabile Traore,  
Conchúr Ó Foghlú, Dylan Ó Maolcatha, Marcus Mealy.

I lár (ó chlé): Padraig Ó Ceallacháin, Riain Ó Laoire, Cathal Ó Riain, Dáire Mac an Rí, Dónal Okoh,  
Aaron Ó hAodha, Seac Ó Mathúna, Risteard  Incenbergs.

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Aaron Breathnach, Adam Ó Suilleabháin, Dáire Ó Coileáin, Jason Ó Murchú,  
Ciarán Ó Mathúna, Cionnaith Ó Loinsigh, Greg Murray, Lucás Ó hOrgáin. 

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Dónal Ó hArrachtáin, Clayton de Nógla, Mubasar Aktar, Wojciech Szarkowicz, Alsiddik Hussin.

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Resty Makinano, Abdullah Ramli, Szymon Grzeszczak, Szymon Pawlica, S Ní Chonaill. 



Ar chúl (ó chlé): Adam Ó Murchú, Riain O Creimín, Dylan Ó Súillabháin, Craig O Sé-Ó Halloran,  
Cillian Mac Gabhann, Oisín Ó Caoimh.

I lár (ó chlé): Adam Ó Gréacháin, Cathal Ó Crualaí, Craig Ruddy, Jason Breathnach,  
Dónal Ó Laoire, Craig Ó Suilleabháin, Conchúir Purcell. 

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Sionnan Ó Cearnaigh, Cian Seanáin, Rónan Ó Daltúin, Dean Ó Fuaráin,  
Séamus Ó hAilín, Kian Pender, Cillian Breathnach, Abdullah Ramli. 

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Seac Ó Conchúir, Seosamh Mac Coitir, Muhammad Ali, Fiachra Ó Cróinín, Daithí Ó hAnracháin.

I lár (ó chlé): Limon Rahman, Daithí Golik, Aodhán Ó Criagáin, Marcus A’Cnoic, Tomás Ó Mathúna, AJ Sahani, Aindrias Ó Liatháin. 

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Críostóir Bongcayao, Daithí Mac Coitir, S Uas. Ó Broin, Scott Mac Philip, Maitiú Ó Coigligh.



Christmas Jumper Day 2018

Chaplaincy Update

Carol service  
December 12th

This year we celebrated our 3rd annual Christmas Jumper Day in Coláiste 
Chríost Rí, on Friday 14th December. 

As always it is a highly anticipated day in our school calendar and it didn’t 
disappoint; a day of great fun and of fundraising. Students donated €2 that 
week to raise funds for the Cork Simon Community. There were plenty of spot 
prizes for the best Christmas outfits of the day; we even had a visit from Santa! We 
donated all €600 raised to the Cork Simon Community whose work provides for 
those in need locally. 

The Cork Simon Community works with the homeless of Cork and offers many 
services and supports such as: outreach services, soup runs, emergency shelters 
and day services to name but a few. For more information please visit Christmas 
Jumper HQ https://www.corksimon.ie/jumper-day/ 

My thanks to all who participated and to those who helped with the beautiful 
artwork, collecting of money and general merriment of the day! 

S Ó Luinneacháin

The chaplain in Coláiste Chríost Rí is supported by students and staff in promoting a faith presence in the school. This year we had a 
beautiful first year mass celebrated by Fr. Damien O' Mahony, who is a former student of the school. We had November Remembrance 
as we thought of our family members, friends, students and colleagues who have died. Students attended the Launch of the Mass of the 
Presentation of Mary in the Temple in Christ King Church and we lit a candle at the Advent Wreath each day. Students really enjoyed the 
Christmas Carol Service with it's mix of prayers and reflections which was accompanied by our talented school choir and musicians. 

Students collected for SHARE, helped with Catholic Schools Week and attended retreats in Ennismore Retreat Centre, Cork. The school 
community was invited to receive Ashes at the beginning of Lent and guest speakers talked to students about the life of Blessed Edmund 
Rice and Trocaire. The Prayer Room got a 'make over' and is a quiet place for reflection, prayer and meditation, and the school chaplain 
also enjoyed working with students, parents and staff in organising the Leaving Certificate & Transition Year Graduation Masses.

Finally, we wish all our Leaving Certificate & Junior Certificate students the best of luck in their exams and wish all our students, parents 
and staff a peaceful and relaxing summer.

P MacCraith (Chaplain)€1

First Year Mass



Comhairle na Mac Léinn 2018/19
The Coláiste Chríost Rí student council has been representing the student body over the years. Our main goal in the student council is to 
give the entire student body a platform to represent themselves and others on an on-going basis. We believe the students need to be 
given this opportunity in order to provide feedback on how we can further benefit our school and the lives of those in it. Of course, the 
students play a huge role in our school and we are pleased to give each an opportunity to express his opinions.

This year, thanks to our council, steps were taken to ensure that an effective and democratic approach was taken; and thanks to the 
dedication of the school’s staff and students, it has!

The council meet on a weekly basis to discuss matters arising in our school in an attempt to satisfy the requests of students and to organise 
school events as effectively and promptly as possible. Just a few of the projects headed by the council were:

 • The repair of the yard water top for the students

 •  The organisation of a Junior and Leaving Certificate study centre; allowing exam students to prepare for exams in a quiet 
and safe environment during lunch time

 •  The organisation of a soccer tournament in aid of Pieta House as well as the Memorial Bench and tree in Ballyphehane Park

 •  We have decided to provide a suggestion box in our school for the year ahead; for any student who has ideas to 
contribute.

This year was the beginning of a new chapter of Coláiste Chríost Rí’s history. The council put in all the effort that they could to ensure 
the council was approachable to any student and that the sharing of ideas, issues and suggestions were possible. The student’s 
council did everything in its power to bring about changes that the student body asked for.

Sometimes the little things can make a large impact in our school lives, therefore we encourage every student to continue to 
communicate questions and issues through the student council, to get involved and share ideas so that slowly and surely our great 
school can be made even greater.

Rí Abu!

Pádraig Ó Ceallacháin agus Marek Zbanski.



Sports Day



D.C.G. taking flight!
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2019 Higher Level D.C.G Project was based on a Quad-copter. The students worked tirelessly from the start of September to the 
middle of January. The students and teachers put in a lot of extra work during lunch times and after school and it’s for that reason the 
quality of the projects are so high. Featured here are pictures of a completed Quad-copter which was constructed using Solid works.

 A Ó Duinn agus S Ó hIarlaithe

ICT Advancement
 
This year we have witnessed yet another leap forward in relation to technology and all things digital in our school. The CCRí state of 
the art computer room is equipped with 30 high tech computers for educational use. Pictured here are students busy utilising our 
new computer room by preparing their CV’s. Pupils are now able to practice their formatting, typing and presentation skills while 
being guided by a teacher simultaneously. This facility is incredibly useful for students of all years wishing to complete project work 
and indeed to for those who are currently completing CBAs. As reform increases year on year, this computer room will be a huge 
asset to our student cohort. 

We have also entered the Twittersphere and hope that this digital platform will allow us to highlight and share all of the great work 
carried out by students and teachers. Please follow our account which can be found @chriost_ri  

 



Science & Maths 

This year CCRí students came in 3rd place out of 24 schools in the Eli Lilly Junior Certificate Science Quiz which took place in UCC on  
the 9th of May 2018. (ó chlé) Tomás Mac Ruairí, Marek Zbanski, Conchúir Ó Súilleabháin, Niall Ó Liatháin. 

A. Pyrovolakis

This year our 6th Year Chemistry students undertook a "Spectroscopy in a Suitcase" workshop run by the Royal Society of Chemistry 
and the UCC Chemistry Department. Students were able to get hands on experience of using analytical instrumentation including 
Infra-Red Spectroscopy and UV-Visible Spectroscopy.

C Nic Craith

The Senior Science competition was organised by 
the Irish Science Teachers Association as part of 
Science Week 2018. It was the 26th Annual Cork 
Regional Final of the Senior Science Competition. 
The CCRí team were: Aindrias Ó Liatháin, Seac 
O'Connor, Limon Rahman

The top 5 teams from the Cork Regional Final 
were invited to participate in the All Ireland 
Senior Science Final in Trinity College Dublin but 
unfortunately we just missed out on a place for  
the All Ireland Final by 1 point!  
Well done to the boys for such hard work.

Eli Lilly Junior Science Quiz 2018

Chemistry

Senior Science Competition



Science & Maths 

The Regional Final of the Senior Maths Competition 2019 was held in the SMA Hall, Wilton this year and Coláiste Chríost Rí placed 1st 
(14/20 points) A total of 21 teams from schools in Cork city and county took part. There were 6 rounds of 2 questions and 2 rounds of 
4 questions. The team progressed to the All-Ireland Finals in Dublin shortly after and represented the school very well. Congratulations 
to these great students for all of their hard work and preparation. 

Despite some poor weather conditions, our students were off to the ploughing once again this year with Br. Pádraig and  
S Ó hAodha. This is fast becoming an annual event for senior cycle students.

On the road again!Ploughing 

Senior Science Panel

The Coláiste Chríost Rí  team were Marcus A’Cnoic, Aindrias Ó Liatháin, Seac Ó Conchúir and Maitiú Ó Coigligh.

S Ní Chonaill

Pfizer Senior 
Science 
Competition 
1st May 2019. 
(ó chlé) Maitiú 
Ó Coigligh, 
Limon Rahman, 
Fiachra Ó 
Loinsigh, Adam 
Quettari and 
Aindrias Ó 
Liatháin.

Maths - Regional Winners!



Guidance
Once again it has been a very busy year for the Guidance Department. 
This year saw the roll out of ‘Wellbeing’ as a timetabled class for all first year 
students. This fantastic new initiative is designed to ensure the transition from 
primary school to secondary school runs as smoothly as possible. In the 
wellbeing classes students get the opportunity to familiarise themselves with 
their new school and how to maximise their experiences here. Following this 
they also are given to time to learn more about different learning styles and 
study techniques. Students are currently rounding off the year by exploring 
their attitude to online safety and social media. They are focusing on their 
online presence and what it means to be a safe and responsible digital 
native. Students also took part in ‘Safer Internet Day’ for the first time this 
year in our new computer room. 
These wellbeing classes complement the work being done in SPHE, CSPE 
and PE. It also has close links with the mentoring programme run by the 
school. Each year Mrs. Cryan and the fifth year mentors work with their 
designated classes to promote inclusion, teamwork and foster a sense of 
identity within the first years. The highlights of the mentoring programme this 
year include the first year team building day held at the start of the year and 
also the games afternoon held before the midterm break! We look forward 
to continuing to build on these essential life skills and traditions with our 
incoming first years.
Speaking of incoming first years, it was outstanding to see so many bright 
and eager faces attend our entrance assessments in January. Students got 
the opportunity to see the school again, meet some of the teachers they will 
be working with next year and most importantly a chance to mingle and mix 
with other young men from our wide network of feeder schools. 
In relation to testing, the Guidance Dept. in conjunction with the Principal 
and Transition Year Co-ordinator made the decision to reintroduce the 
Differential Aptitude Tests (DATs) for TY students. The DATs are another part 
of the subject choice jigsaw. Students sat the DATs before Christmas and 
everyone was met individually to receive feedback on results. DATs highlight 
student’s natural abilities and talents and encourages them to consider 
subjects that complement these, while also giving a focus to potential 
college and career paths in the future.
The new computer lab has been an incredible resource for the Guidance 
Dept. this year. It’s great to have the facility for students to complete CV’s 
and cover letters, as well as doing college research and career preparation 
on-line. Students are now able to gather research about courses in colleges 
throughout Ireland and internationally in an efficient and effective manner.
The strong emphasis on promoting positive mental health is ongoing with 
our retention of the Amber Flag for the third consecutive year. It was great 
to receive recognition from the local community for all the work being done 
when 96fm came in and interviewed Ms O’Shea and some students on the 
Amber Flag team. We were also delighted to welcome back Elma Walsh of 
the ‘Live Life’ Foundation. Mr Hayes and his third year class organised for Mrs. 
Walsh to come in and speak to our first years about their mental health and 
also presented Mrs. Walsh with a donation for the foundation. Our fifth year 
students also attended the International Mental Health Symposium earlier in 
the year and were involved in workshops with organisations such as Jigsaw 
and the Youth Health Services. 

L Ní Sé



Raising the positive profile of young people was another target we set for ourselves and succeeded in this as we facilitated some 
of our fifth year students to participate in the inaugural ‘Southside Youth Forum’. The forum is made up of young people from local 
schools and community groups with an aim of fundraising to purchase a memorial bench and remembrance tree for Ballyphehane 
Park. After several meeting with the Lord Mayor and the City Council the tree and bench were officially unveiled in March 2019. 
A special mention and thank you to the student council who worked with the forum to raise funds for this event and also for Pieta 
House as part of our Amber Flag campaign.
It wouldn’t be a normal year in the Guidance Dept. without mentioning our visits to local colleges Open Days and Career Events. 
The Guidance Dept. also hosted a number of guest speakers and seminars during College Awareness Week in preparation for 
the upcoming decisions our leaving cert students face. It was great to expand students’ knowledge of progression pathways 
and potential for training in the traditional craft apprenticeships as well as a host of varied apprenticeships coming on board. Our 
students are blessed to have a wealth of opportunities ahead of them and the future is certainly looking bright for this generation!
With planning already underway for next year we would like to take this opportunity to wish all our students every success in their 
exams, especially our sixth year students who will be continuing on their journey into adulthood!
 



Dramaíocht sa Coláiste

On stage drama has long been a fixture in Coláiste Chríost Rí and is indeed part of our school’s history. This year we saw a fully 
staged play come to life called Wet Paint.  This is a play written by and starring íar-scolaire Shane Casey. This play ran in the Cork 
Opera House for a week and then came to our school amharclann. One aspect that made it such an enjoyable and relatable 
performance for students in CCRí is that they recognised the lead Casey from the hit TV series The Young Offenders. The play itself is 
full of humour and entrepreneurship; built on the foundation that anything is possible. This play was a great example for our students, 
as well as budding dramatists, that hard work and determination will get you where you want to be; be it on or off stage! Pictured 
are images from the production in CCRí and first year students (N Feargal) enjoying their drama module. 

 
S Ó Luinneacháin

TY students hard at work toiling in organic garden. We are currently developing a retreat area for all to enjoy.         S Ní Riain

Horticulture 



Digital Mechanics

Our staff of students make the school library possible (ó chlé: Aaron 
Breathnach, Eimhin de Barra, Jason Ó Muirí, Jason Ó hIarlaithe, Tomás 
Mac Ruairí, Donnacha Ó Suiocháin, Jordan Ó Crualaí). This year they have 
catalogued hundreds of books, sorted untold volumes and reordered the 
furniture after countless events in the student library. Míle buíochas ar fad.

G Ó Foghlú

Our library staff (ó chlé: Aaron Breathnach, 
Jordan Ó Crualaí, Eimhin de Barra, Donnacha 
Ó Siocháin) built this computer from purchased 
parts at considerably less than the going rate 
for a new PC. It replaces our antiquated laptop 
as the main machine in the student-run school 
library. 

G Ó Foghlú

As has become a tradition of sorts in recent 
years, Críost Rí students were again successful 
in the Discover Cork Schools’ Heritage Project 
competition. In the Leaving Cert individual 
category of the city wide competition, Mahad 
Ahmed (transition year) finished in second place 
with his project ‘UCC: Where Finbarr Taught, Let 
Munster Learn’. In the same category, Matthew 
Kearney (also from transition year) finished in 
third place with his project 'Cork's World War 1 
Stories'. This was an outstanding achievement by 
both students as the category was very keenly 
contested by many schools throughout the city.

Well done to all students from first and fourth year 
who submitted projects and congratulations once 
again to the abovementioned for their fantastic 
success. Both students are pictured here with 
past pupil and competition organiser Cllr. Kieran 
McCarthy.

B Ó Ceallaigh 

 History Awards



Poets’ Corner
This year our school entered Tom Rogers, Josh Lawton, David Moylan and Fergal Crowley in the Unfinished Book of Poetry project 
organised by Cork City Libraries and hosted by the Tory Top Library. The students worked under the guidance of accomplished poet 
Tina Pisco to produce their own unique work and also to compose as a group. 

In the age of the screen and the ubiquitous carousel of images and sound, it is a rare and valuable opportunity when students can 
dedicate time to the contemplation and the deliberate, careful editing involved in writing poetry. 

A programme such as this can lead to further writing adventures or be a once in a lifetime foray into the this highly concentrated, 
powerful format. Either way, it is exactly the type of experience that the Transition Year offers in Coláiste Chríost Rí; taking students 
out of their comfort zone and giving them the chance to strain and grow untried muscles and sinews. The work of these students is 
published in full in this year’s Unfinished Book of Poetry. 

Special thanks go to Tina Pisco for mentoring the boys, Paul Casey for organising this event, Deirbhile Dennehy for facilitating at the 
Tory Top Library, and Transition Year coordinator Fergus Duggan for his support and flexibility in scheduling. 

G Ó Foghlú

You Are

You are a sunrise after a cold night
You are an artic breeze
You are a sunny afternoon
You are a river flowing down a mountain
You are a driveway to welcome me 
home
You are a library
You are a bedroom filled with light
You are a dresser
You are a cup of green tea
You are classical music
You are a ukulele playing a sweet tune
You are full of joy

By Josh Lawton

Cold 

It’s cold outside now
When the wind shapes fragile snow
With the warmth comes ice

Bodies lie in mud
Books could heal where bullets steal
Will our children choose

By David Moylan

Theatre Thoughts

From the darkness into light,
I walk from the wings go to stage right. 

As background music fades off,
There’s silence but for one loud cough. 

I hear the piano start to play
And wonder now the words I say. 

A nervous twitch, a cold sweat bites. 
I think to myself it’s fight or flight. 

I catch my breath, open my mouth
And by some miracle lyrics come out. 

Now I’m half way through the song,
Wondering, what could really go so wrong. 

Then realising the high note coming up. 
Ya know, the one that’s ridiculously tough. 

I think that’s it. I’m screwed now right. 
But holy shit I get it right!

With one last beat the song is over
And I suddenly feel like I’m in clover. 

I take a bow, finished for the night,
And go back to darkness from the light. 

By Fergal Crowley



Seachtain na Gaeilge 2018 

Bhí bliain iontach againn arís i mbliana le Seachtain na Gaeilge. Bhí imeachtaí ag tarlú ar fud na scoile agus ghlac gach rangbhliain 
páirt iontu. Ar mbuíochas leis na scoileanna mórthimpeall a chomhoibrigh linn maidir le céilithe a eagrú agus ba leir gur bhain na  
daltaí ar fad sárthaitnimh as gach eachtra.Buíochas ó chroí don fhoireann ar fad agus do Roinn na Gaeilge ach go háirithe.

C Ó Foghlú



Transition Year

Bravo to our Transition Year French class who attended the 30th annual Cork French Film Festival.

Many thanks to George Cantwell, 
Jim Deeney and the brilliant 
team of Joanna, Maria, Georgie 
and past pupils of 2018 Seán 
Turner and Seac Ó Briain of First 
South Credit Union who gave 
an excellent financial services 
information presentation to our 
Transition Year students as part 
of their transition year financial 
maths project submission. Thanks 
to S Ó Broin and S Ní Chonaill for 
organising the event.

French Film Festival

Idirbhliain 

The Transition Year programme is a permanent fixture in the life of a Coláiste Chríost Rí student; our students look forward to the 
packed programme of events that TY provides, but overall it is subject sampling coupled with community engagement and 
voluntary work that motivates students in TY. Over the past few years we have seen our TY programme progress and develop, as 
it always has. In its current form TY is a programme of events crafted with students in mind, it provides opportunity for study in new 
areas as well as experiences relevant to our students’ personal development. 

Our current TY group is one of the largest that Críost Rí has seen in many years and this is reflected by the sheer volume of work 
that has been completed. As well as our usual TY activities such as Cappanalea, SAHRE and Penny Dinners, we have added more 
activities this year and below are just some of the highlights which include: work experience, working and running the school bank, 
participating in study relating to road safety, charitable work for Penny Dinners, visiting and working with First South Credit Union 
as well as Lehane Motors Airport Road as part of the TY Financial Maths module, participating in the intergenerational and Garda 
quiz, attending the French film festival, completion of the Gaisce Programme, and running the ‘Rebel Mile’ while getting a chance 
to meet Rob Heffernan, to name but a few. A new addition this year was our life skills week that included activities such as sewing, 
cooking, the law, self-defence, first aid, debating, DATS testing and planning for the future.

As our year draws to a close I know that our TY students are well equipped for progression in senior cycle and I hope that they have 
been enriched by their experiences along the way. 

F Ó Dubhgáin



Transition Year

Pictured here are the Gaisce Silver Participants 
who completed 26 weeks of Animal Care in the 
schools Agricultural Science Unit as part of their 

Community Involvement Activity.
(ó chlé) Adam Ó huisce, Seán Breathnach, Lucás 

Ó Nuanáin and Laoi Ó Mordha.

In May 2018 all Gaisce bronze medal award 2018 recipients made the trip to  
Kilfinnan adventure centre to enjoy a well earned day out!

 Gaisce Bronze Medal Participants

Gaisce Silver

Trip to kilfinnan May 2018



Transition Year

The 8th Annual Cork Inter-generational Quiz held in the Millennium Hall in Cork City Hall. Six Transition Year students participated at 
the event with the Young at Heart Douglas community group, Turners Cross Retired Men's Club and Turners Cross Social Services 
group. The teams were all placed within the top 10. 

A total of 44 teams from community groups and schools in cork city and county took part. There were 8 rounds of 10 questions.

Intergenerational  Quiz

This year Transition Year students studied a Local History module. This module gives an 
overview of the social, political and cultural developments in Cork from the Viking era 
to the present day. Presentations, illustrations, discussions and fun facts about Cork all 
enhance a student's understanding of their city, known to us all as the Real Capital. 

Students enjoyed guided tours of Cork City Hall, a famine tour around the grounds of 
St. Finbarr's Hospital, Nano Nagle Centre, St. Joseph's Cemetery, Fort Elizabeth, Barrack 
Street, Douglas Street & Red Abbey Tower, South Main Street and the Cork Vision 
Centre (North Main Street). 

P Mac Craith

Local History

School Bank Team

The 13th of November saw the 3rd 
Annual Cork Garda Síochána Quiz 
for TY students take place. It was held 
in the Douglas GAA Hall this year and 
was sponsored by Bank of Ireland.

Four Transition Year students Churchill 
Isibor, Mahed Ahmed, Odhran 
Breathnach and Séamus Wilson 
Ó Ceallacháin participated and 
represented the school at the 
competition. 

A total of 26 teams from schools in 
Cork city and county took part; Críost 
Rí placed 6th in the competition. 
There were 10 rounds of 10 questions 
and our student Mahad won a 
signed Cork Munster Rugby Jersey as 
one of the spot prizes!

Garda Quiz



Work Experience



Transition Year

Penny Dinners

As part of our TY Road Safety Programme we welcomed Mrs. Anita Lenihan from 
Cork City Council to speak to our students about the importance of being safe 
and responsible road users. The visit also included a 3D virtual driving experience! 
The visit was organised by S Ó hAodha. 

Rebel Mile 

SHARE Executive

Driving Forward

Kevin Collins and Killian Cronin and their great team at Lehane Motors Toyota and Lexus Car Dealership on the Airport Road gave 
a brilliant financial services information presentation and study tour this spring to a group of Transition Year students. Thanks to S Ó 
Broin and S Ní Chonaill for organising the event.

Financial Maths at Lehane Motors


