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Litir ón bPríomhoide
Since the previous edition of Rí Eolas was printed, many 
aspects of our lives have changed, and changed in ways 
that none of us could have imagined.  A full awareness of 
the Covid-19 virus and its deadly ramifications had entered 
our consciousness by February 2020. When the schools 
closed in March who would have thought that we would still 
be dealing with the devastating effects of the pandemic 
a year later. The experience of our school community 
has reflected that of wider society. Many members have 
suffered greatly, from bereavement, to anxiety about 
loved ones and financial hardship and we all had our lives 
restricted as we moved from lockdown to lockdown. This 
suffering has, I believe, given us a chance to re-evaluate our 
lives and prioritise those things which are, in fact, really dear 
to us.

Things that we all thought could never happen, have 
happened. The closing of schools and other public 
amenities, from sports’ facilities to non-essential retail, 
to the cancelling of state exams and the compulsory 
wearing of masks were all unimaginable not long ago. 
However, as a people we rose to the challenge. Both locally 
and nationally, people have demonstrated remarkable 
empathy, resilience, good-humour and innovation in finding 
ways to deal with the worst effects of the pandemic.

All the members of our school community deserve the 
highest praise for their efforts in responding to the Covid 
19 pandemic. Nowhere was this spirit of innovation and 
determination more evident than in the provision of and 
engagement with online classes during the periods when 
the school was closed.

I commend everyone for their efforts in this regard. 

Apart from Covid many other things have changed. 
Coláiste Chríost Rí has joined an illustrious group of schools, 
who can claim a Taoiseach as a past pupil. We sincerely 
congratulate Micheál Ó Máirtín on his election as Taoiseach 
and look forward to welcoming him back to Críost Rí 
to celebrate his great achievement. Mr. Liam Shorten 
has joined our team as Deputy Principal and is now well 
established in the school. I welcome Liam and wish him 
every success.

I also wish Dáithí O hAodha a long and happy retirement. 
Dáithí made a huge contribution to the lives of everyone 
in our school over a long number of years, and on behalf 
of the school community I thank him for his commitment, 
friendship and support during those years. Mo sheacht 
mbeannachtaí ort, a Dháithí, agus go n-éirí an t-ádh leat sa 
todhchaí. 

I also wish to thank the present Board of Management, 
whose tenure finishes this school year, for their superb work 
on behalf of the school. Thanks must also be extended to 
two teaching staff members, who have left recently, for their 
contributions to the school over the years. S. Ní Chonaill 

Comhghairdeachas dár íar-
scolaire Micheál Ó Mairtín ar a 
cheapachán mar Thaoiseach 
ar 22 Meitheamh 2020. A friend 
to our school community and 
an example to many aspiring 
leaders. 

Séamus Uas. Ó Creimín RIP

Congratulations to Lucás Ó hEalaithe and Seac Ó Mathúna 
who both achieved over 600 points each in the Leaving 
Certificate Examinations 2019.

now works with the State Examinations Commission and the 
Department of Education and Skills while C. Ó Foghlú has 
been seconded to the JCT. 

As a school we are looking forward to opening our first 
ASD special class in August 2022. This class will provide the 
supports needed for these students to access the curriculum 
in full, and will be a great addition to life in Críost Rí.

With the imminent arrival of summer and the end of the 
school year we are all looking forward and hoping for 
better times ahead. We look forward to our families being 
protected, returning to a more normal school life, to games, 
to school tours and to a less stressful state examinations 
experience for our exam classes. Roll on 21/22.

 P Mac an Rí

The passing of Jim Cremin, 
a veritable Críost Rí legend, 
brought huge sadness to 
all who knew him. Jim was 
an inspiration, not just to 
students but to staff, and 
he will be greatly missed. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a 
anam uasal.



Liam Shorten, Leas-Príomhoide.

Is mór an onóir agus pribhléid domsa a bheith anseo mar 
bhall den fhoireann teagaisc i gColáiste Chríost  Rí. Níl 
dabht ar bith ach go bhfuil scoil iontach againn anseo,  
bunaithe ar ard-chaighdeán oideachais agus  
réadchúraim, agus cinnte táimid ag dul i bhfeabhas bliaian 
i ndiaidh bliana. Cuirimid béim ar fhorbairt phearsanta 
gach uile dalta anseo trí rannphairtíocht agus tugaimid 
deis do gach dalta chun a ndícheall a bhaint amach. 

I have been taken aback by the wonderful welcome that 
I have received since I arrived in Críost Rí last August, from 
staff to students to parents to the Board of Management 
and the wider Críost Rí community of past pupils. There is a 
real family atmosphere to be seen and lived amongst Críost 
Rí people. 

We are in the privileged position here in Críost Rí to have 
an extremely dedicated, professional teaching staff who 
work tirelessly to deliver the best education and school 
experience possible for all our students (not only during 
the first class online learning program but every single day 
here in school). Our caring group of SNAs who look after 
our boys who need that extra little bit of help, support our 
teachers’ work. Teresa in the office who runs the show and 
John who is always smiling and always there when there 
is a problem, not forgetting Úna and Deirdre who work so 
hard for us also. All led by our caring and kind hearted 
principal, Mr Mac an Rí.

Fáilte roimh múinteoirí nua. (Ó chlé: Brian Ó Laoire, Colm Ó 
Meachair, Dónal Ó Riain, Walter Ó Mathúna).

This year we welcomed an excellent group of trainee 
teachers, who have added so much to our school community. 
(Ar chúl, ó chlé: Seán Ó Duinneacha, Hannah Ní Chonchúir, 
Stiofán Ó Connaill, Conchúr Ó Catháin. Chun tosaigh, ó chlé: 
Máire de Barra, Chelsea de Paor, Emma Ní Dhargáin). 

The school would be nothing without our students and 
for this reason I want to address you directly. You all 
have shown immense resilience, strength and maturity 
throughout this extremely difficult time. You have 
embraced the challenge of Covid head on every day 
here in the building and at home also. From sanitising 
your hands 20 times a day to mask wearing and social 
distancing, I have been very proud of all your efforts this 
year. Most importantly, your dedication and independent 
decision-making to your own education during the online 
learning period has been incredible. You have shown a 
maturity in taking ownership of your own learning that 
no other generation has had to ever face and for that I 
commend you all on a job well done. 

In my short time here, it is clear to see that each and every 
member of the Críost Rí community shows respect for one 
another and for what the values and ethos of Críost Rí 
stand for. Respect is the fundamental principle to success 
and achievement in life. 

As Deputy Principal, I hope to continue on the good work 
and standards set in recent years by the great Daithí Ó 
hAodha. By promoting the Irish language and culture that 
Críost Rí holds so dear and also embracing students from 
all walks of life and from all corners of the globe who wish 
to attend Críost Rí. 

I hope to ensure that every student achieves his full 
potential while here, that each student develops as a 
person with a good set of values that will stand to them in 
later life and that no student will get left behind. 

Hopefully we can come out the right side of Covid soon 
and that I can finally see all your faces in the future without 
masks. 

Tabhair aire, fan sábáilte agus Rí ABÚ!

L. Shorten



Tháinig Dáithí Ó hAodha go Coláiste Chríost Rí sa bhliain 1992, maraon le Con Ó Múíneacháin agus Brian Ó 
Ceallacháin. Ba léir ón tús go mbeadh tionchar mór, dearfach aige ar mhúineadh na Gaeilge sa Choláiste.

Prior to his arrival in Críost Rí, Dáithí taught in C.B.S. Lucan, Co. Dublin, where the mixture of urban and rural students 
was very similar to what he was to experience and appreciate in Críost Rí. Dáithí remembers with affection the 
briefing he was given on the culture and ethos of the school (Críostríochas) by Mairtín Ó Fathaigh, whom he met in 
UCC. This briefing contributed to the relaxed atmosphere of what was, nevertheless, a comprehensive and detailed 
interview by Bros Walter and Pius and Phil Walsh.

Dáithi’s teaching relationship with his students was always a positive one. From the beginning he found them to be 
spirited but highly motivated and co-operative. Much of this may be due to Dáithi’s teaching style. He completely 
immersed his classes in the use of the Irish language and the rich culture surrounding it. Art and music (and dance in 
conjunction with Con Ó Múíneacháin) were used to instil both a knowledge of and a warm affinity for the language. 
Such innovative teaching methods led to his being awarded Gradam na hEorpa, which was a well-earned 
recognition and validation of his methodology.

Extra-curricular activities formed a major part of Dáithí’s contribution to Críost Rí. Apart from organising, with  
Seán Ó Scolaí, Críost Rí’s pilgrimage to Rome in 1996 for the Beatification of Edmund Rice, most of these related to  
fund-raising for various charities. From the arrival of a sponsored Friesian cow at the front door of the school, bought 
for and presented to Bóthar for their charity work with farming families in Africa, to the Concern debates assisting 
the ‘debating master’,Tony Power, to the various shave and dye events to raise funds for the Presentation Brothers’ 
Missions, Dáithi’s enthusiasm and organisational abilities lead to major successes and enjoyment all round. Indeed,
on one such occasion a Guinness World Record was broken when sixty-six students’ heads were shaved in one hour. 
The barber on the day was Paul O’Neill, from ‘Bazzers’, who was ably assisted by Assumpta Connolly, our highly 
valued neighbouring hairdresser, who played a major role in this event, doing most of the ‘preparation work’ on the 
day. His interest in ‘Development’ issues led to Dáithí taking a seven-year sabbatical with Self-Help Africa, where he 
made a major contribution to development work in their target countries in Africa and also designed and rolled out 
their development education strategy in Ireland. 

His return to school in 2009 meant he had to re-establish himself with the students as a whole cohort had passed 
through in his absence, a challenge which was made easier by immersing himself in organising the 50th Anniversary 
celebrations of the school’s foundation with Colm O’Connor and Seán Ó Scolaí.

Meanwhile, Dáithí did not neglect his own academic development, achieving a Master’s Degree in Globalisation 
and Development from UCC in 2008.

Dáithí became Leas-Phríomhoide in 2014, when Micheál Ó Ciardha became Príomhoide. At first, he found the 
transfer to the Deputy Principal’s office quite a challenge as, necessarily, relationships with both staff and students 
changed. Contact with students expanded beyond the focused energy of teaching particular classes to the more 
general student body, which ultimately had the positive effect of promoting a greater understanding of students 

Buíochas ó Chroí, a Dháithí



and their educational, personal and social difficulties. Indeed, Dáithí discovered that the Deputy’s role for a large 
part consisted in supporting parents in coping, dealing and encouraging their sons to harness and develop their 
potential. Relationships with fellow staff members changed also with the core focus on supporting and facilitating 
both teachers and ancillary staff and managing relationships between teachers, students and parents becoming a 
daily obligation. His respect and recognition of the immense work done by his colleagues was always evident in his 
encouragement and support of them. He gave generously of his time and energy to ensure that all arrangements 
and procedures were done in a supportive, efficient and timely manner to facilitate their work and ease their paths. 

Dáithí’s lasting impressions of Críost Rí are of the fantastic characters of the students and the wonderful support, 
generosity and collegiality of the staff among whom Christian values were evident in their daily work and interactions 
with each other. Dáithí’s own belief is that the epitome of a good teacher lies in his/her ability to foster positive 
relationships with and between students as their interest in the subject taught is fostered and their God-given abilities 
are discerned and realised. He gives great praise to the vision and commitment of the Presentation Brothers who 
founded the school over 60 years ago and to the teachers who set such high standards to help students realize their 
potential and achieve beyond their expectations. 

Dáithí salutes the Principals and Deputy Principals of the last 60 years who played vital roles in developing a vibrant, 
highly successful school that has adapted and changed over the years but always staying true to its vision of 
‘Inspiring Young Minds’.  

Since his retirement Dáithí has pursued a horticultural course in Kinsale College of Further Education, where he is 
getting his hands dirty in a literal sense while enjoying every moment!

Dáithí, your energy, enthusiasm and work ethic were a breath of fresh air throughout your career in Críost Rí. The 
school community owes you a debt of gratitude. Gura fada buan tú!

S. Ó Scolaí

Dáithí, Samhradh 1993

From the Archives



Ár mBrón
SÉAMUS UAS. Ó CREIMÍN

Jim Cremin was one of the greatest men I have ever 
met. He had, and was, everything. A kind, caring, 
compassionate man and he could be very funny! 
In my lifetime there have been many great Nemo 
men who strove might and men to move the club 
forward. However, many would say, Jim was the 
greatest Nemo man of them all. 

Hurling was Jim's first love. However, I believe that if 
Nemo were playing tiddlywinks, he would throw his 
heart and soul into it. Jim had a lot of success himself 
too; he won a Harty Cup with Coláiste Chríost Rí, an 
All-Ireland Minor Hurling with Cork, Fitzgibbon Cup 
and Senior County Hurling medals with UCC, and 
a County Intermediate with Nemo. All of this was 
achieved in successive years: 1968, 1969,1970 and 
1971. 

Despite all this success, it was probably as a trainer 
to the Nemo Senior football team that he became 
best known. I had been training teams since 1972 
and brought Jim on board in the mid 1970s. Initially, I 
brought Jim in for his motivational powers and his 
pre-match speeches. Ask anyone who was there 
for one of them; they were legendary! As well as 
this he also brought innovative ideas to the training 
programme. In later years, I asked Jim to get involved 
with the UCC Sigerson football team. These teams 
had some of the most promising and well-known 
current players of Cork and Kerry. Even they would 
say that they were gob smacked at some of his 
speeches, particularly the speech he delivered 
before the 2019 Sigerson Cup final; a final that we 
went on to win. Jim got immense joy out of that win. 

1978

 An t-Uas. Séamus Ó Creimín, pictured (1989) when he 
published his book ‘The Parents guide to Study and Success’, 
which fast became a best seller.

Iar-mháistir S. Ó Creimín delivering a ‘Trócaire and Global Issues’ 
talk to a captive 5ú Bliain audience, Easter 2019. 

Jim’s final Críost Rí photo, 2019, pictured with two past pupils 
and Mr Mac an Rí. Three past pupils Jim Cremin (Nemo), Darren 

McCarthy (Ballymartle), and Shane Hurley (Barrs) have all 
played in goal and won a Fitzgibbon cup with UCC.



Another string to his bow was that he was like an 
agony aunt for both people in Nemo, but also 
anyone who he knew. Anyone with a problem went 
to Jim, and he never turned anyone away. Away from 
the playing fields his other beloved passions were 
teaching, and Coláiste Chríost Rí.He absolutely loved 
teaching and cared deeply for his students. I know 
he got results for his students by going that extra mile 
for them. When he had to retire he told me that he 
hated it, however, he still helped out any way that he 
could when asked by Críost Rí. 

As I mentioned earlier, Jim could be very funny. When 
I was teaching myself I often took a summer job. 
Invariably, Jim came along with me. The best job we 
had during this time was selling hams and sausages 
for Dommie Daly. We didn't sell much, but the 
laughter we had was unforgettable. When we would 
come back in the evenings, having sold nothing, 
Dommie’s butcher would say, “Did ye take the hams 
for a spin again today?”. We would have spent the 
day laughing and joking, and planning upcoming 
Nemo training sessions. 

I could go on forever talking about my friend Jim, I 
have many great memories of him and I will treasure 
them until the day I die. 

Rí Abú! 

Billy Morgan

The whole school community, past and present, 
was saddened to hear of Seán de Barra’s passing. 

Seán made a major contribution to teaching in Críost Rí.
His definition of literature as “The union of deep emotion 
and complex ideas” is remembered fondly by many 
present-day English teachers whom he taught and 
inspired.  

Seán was also an extremely effective Irish teacher.
Mar a dúirt iar-scoláire amháin “Is cuimhin liom é go deo. 
Chuaigh sé i bhfeidhm orm go fíochmhar paiseanta ar 
fad.”

Our sympathies are extended to his wife Marie and 
family.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam usual.

S. Ó Scolaí

Ár mBrón.

2001



Educational Travel
With so many challenges presenting this year, we were forced to defer the last two tours to a later date. Here are 
pictures from our most recent Ski tour to Italy, and European tour to Madrid. Little did we know at the time that this 
would be Jim Cremin’s last tour. The mutual respect between Jim and students can be seen in the mutual love, 
respect and laughter experienced on tour.



Presentation Day Mass
It is a great pleasure to compose a 
few lines on behalf of the school’s 
trustees for the latest edition of Rí-
Eolas. The term ‘unprecedented’ is 
often over-used but, in the six decades 
since the school was established, 
there truly hasn’t been a period of 
upheaval to match the last fifteen 
months. It is, however, a testament to 
the commitment and professionalism 
of the management and staff and 
the resilience of the entire school 
community that the challenges 
posed by Covid-19 have been faced 
head-on and the school has entered 
its seventh decade armed with a 
new technological skill-set honed for 
the pandemic age. As I write these 
lines, Leaving Cert students and their 
teachers no doubt face the upcoming 
exam season with a certain degree 
of trepidation.  Our thoughts are with 
them during this very difficult period. 
Our thoughts are also with those 
families which may have suffered 
bereavement or may be experiencing 
a continuing period of unemployment.  
These are, indeed, uncertain and 
anxious times. There is, however, 
considerably more reason for hope 
and even optimism than existed this 
time last year. The vaccines are being 
rolled out, the numbers in our hospitals 
are in decline and there is the prospect 
of something like a normal summer 
ahead.

BUILDING PROJECT
There is also great cause for excitement 
in the recent announcement of 
the granting of funding for a broad 
range of new specialist classrooms 
and other facilities. This demonstrates 
great confidence on the part of 

the Department of Education and 
Skills in the future of Coláiste Chríost 
Rí. This will mark the most extensive 
building project that the school has 
seen since its foundation and will be 
of huge benefit to generations of 
students to come. We, in the trust, are 
particularly happy that this project will 
also include provision for students with 
special education needs. Patience 
will be required as we go through the 
various stages to bring this project to 
a conclusion but, with DES sanction 
secured, we are can look forward to 
having a school which is truly fitting for 
the student of the 2020s. Exciting times 
indeed!

THE TRUST, TEN YEARS ON
It is, of course, the primary purpose 
of the trust to ensure that the schools 
for which it has responsibility continue 
to uphold our cherished Presentation 
values. The trust takes this responsibility 
very seriously and, while it operates 
entirely independently of the Brothers, 
the trust is always cognisant of the 
Presentation values that underpin its 
work. Indeed, Coláiste Chríost Rí is 
unique among our schools in having 
a Presentation Brother on the current 
Board of Management. It is now more 
than ten years since PBST was set up 
following the withdrawal of the Brothers 
from the active management of the 
schools so it is then, perhaps, timely 
to remind readers of the work of the 
trust.  The trust is a company limited 
by guarantee, made up of volunteer 
lay people whose primary objective 
is to ensure that the characteristic 
spirit or ethos of each school remains 
in keeping with Christ’s teaching as 
exemplified by Edmund Rice. Secondly, 

as legal owner of the schools, the 
trust has overall responsibility for the 
properties and finances of the schools 
and for ensuring good governance and 
compliance with statutory requirements. 
By now, the trust has moved out of 
its establishment phase and into a 
developmental stage. We have just 
reached the end of our second five year 
cycle and have recently undertaken a 
review which will lead to the formulation 
of a new strategic plan for the next five 
years. 

SIX DECADES OF ACHIEVEMENT
In implementing this plan, we look 
forward to working with current Principal, 
Pádraig Mac An Rí, Deputy Principal, 
Liam Seartan, and with members of 
the Board of Management, students, 
staff and parents. Coláiste Chríost Rí has 
made an extraordinary contribution to 
Irish life over the last six decades. We 
need only think of the current list of 
past-pupils who include in their number 
a Taoiseach, an Archbishop and a 
University President, along with other 
leaders in fields such as commerce, 
medicine, the arts, law and sports 
who are almost too innumerable to 
mention. For reasons that are all too 
obvious, the trust is genuinely proud of 
the achievements of this great school 
but we truly believethat its best years lie 
ahead.
Tá togha na hoibre déanta ag Coláiste 
Chríost Rí le breis is seasca bliain anuas. 
Gúim gach rath is séan oraibh do na 
blianta amach romhaibh. Go maire sibh 
an céad. 
 
Michael Sexton
CEO, Presentation Brothers Schools Trust
www.pbst.ie 

[Presentation Day Mass, November 
2019] As with many of our activities 
over the last year, we did not get the 
chance to celebrate Presentation Day 
2020 in our usual way. Pictured here 
are students form Coláiste Chríost Rí 
and Bunscoil Chríost Rí celebrating 
Presentation Day November 2019.



Sports

The winner of the Eoin Deasy Cup for 2019 was Rian Ó 
Laoire (6ú bl, 2020). This trophy is awarded to the Athlete of 
the year. Ryan has run for Ireland three times over the last 
number of years and always represented Coláiste Chríost Rí 
with distinction.

Pictured are members of the Intermediate and Senior cross 
country teams 2019 who received medals for success at 
both South Munster and Munster level.

Our 5th year mentors were very active this year organising several events and team building exercises for our new 1st year 
cohort. Pictured are some of our first years with mentors who organised and ran a football blitz in September 2020. 

PEILEADÓIR DE’N SCOTH!
Congratulations to Pól Uas. Ó 
Ciarragáin who, in a career 
spanning more than twenty 
years, has represented his 
school, his club and his county 
with great distinction and 
success. Paul has now retired 
from  inter-county football 
but still gives of his time both 
generously and freely to train 
our school teams. TY SPORTS GEAR MINI-COMPANY

Our school sports gear has become hugely popular over the 
last few years with students proudly representing the school 
by wearing it both on and off the sports fields. Múinteoir P 
Ó Ciarragáin supervises this project. The gear is customised 
each year with student initials as well as new design updates. 
Orders come from students, teachers and even past pupils! 
Well done to all involved on a hugely successful year. 



Congratulations to our students 
from the Barrs who won the Premier 
Minor Hurling County Championship, 
September 2020. (Ó chlé): Seán Ó 
Cinneide, Ciarán O Dúlainn, Dónal 
Ó Cinneide, Lucás Ó Súilleabháin, 
Cormac Ó Néill.

COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP WIN
Congratulations to our exceptional past pupils who were part of the Blackrock 
team who won their first Cork senior hurling title by eight points after extra-time 
in Páirc Uí Chaoimh, October 2020. Pictured here with the Séan Óg Murphy cup 
on a recent visit to Críost Rí, (Ó chlé): Tadhg Ó Déisigh, Ian Ó Caoimh, Marcus Ó 
Caoimh, B Uas. Ó Laoire, Séan Ó Caoimh, Ailín Ó Ceallacháin.  Other past-pupils 
on the panel include Feargal Ó Riain and Seamus Ó Riain.

Blackrock Hurling Win

This year we welcomed íar-scolaire 
Charlie O’Donovan back to Críost Rí. 
Charlie worked with our TY cohort in a 
‘Run with Charlie’ event, held in Tramore 
Valley Park. Pictured is Charlie with a 
commemorative collage of the event. 
Photographs were taken on the day by 
our TY photographer Lorenzo Tadeo. 
(ó chlé): B O Ceallaigh, A Ó hEidín 
(múinteoirí), Charlie O’Donovan, Lorenzo 
Jose Tadeo, F Ó Dubhgáin (múinteoir).

Congratulations to Seán Ó Dúlainn 
(2ú bl) who won a Cork training jersey 
in the raffle organised by M de Faoite. 
Any student who bought a CCRí bar 
of chocolate could enter the draw 
by submitting the wrapper. Pictured is 
Seán with teacher Pól Ó Ciarragáin.



Lockdown Learning - A Student Perspective
Needless to say, it’s been a rough 14 months for everyone living with COVID-19. As a student in these times, the months in 
lockdown were definitely a challenge. However, thanks to the preparations Chríost Rí had in place prior to the lockdowns, 
my time during the online learning period was made much easier.

With all students having their own individual Microsoft Teams accounts, which allowed instant connection to both 
coursework and teachers, it never felt like the physical distance from school greatly hindered our learning capabilities. 
Thanks to the wide array of tools that Teams provided, such as the logging and tracking of homework and assignments that 
needed to be done, the ability to privately message teachers about any queries at any time and 24/7 access to 
study/learning materials greatly lessened the impact online schooling would have otherwise had. Another advantage of 
Teams was it was quite user-friendly and we all became very adept at managing our work using Teams very quickly.

In my opinion, the biggest asset to Teams was the Live Classes held by teachers from home, following the regular school 
timetable. Every day without fail, teachers would log in and host classes in a way that made it feel like we were back in 
class. The added bonus of a “Raise Hand” feature allowed for students to actively pose questions for the teacher whenever 
they needed. Despite the separation, students could easily get involved in classes by means of utilities like “Breakout 
Rooms” – where teachers could assign students into small groups for group work – and the use of “Screen-Sharing” allowed 
for teachers to easily present PowerPoints to the class.  Once classes were finished, teachers also had the ability to upload 
any important notes or presentations from the class into a shared “Class Materials” folder, allowing students to go back and 
revise should they need to.

Of course, despite having many benefits, Online Learning also had its fair share of challenges. The biggest personal issue I 
had was burn-out and sometimes I would struggle with a good work/life balance. As with most people, I found having to sit 
at the same desk staring at a screen for hours on end to be quite draining and disorientating. On a personal note, the lack 
of social interaction with my friends and classmates, and the general classroom environment was hard-hitting. Interaction 
is a big part of everyday school life and was sorely missed over the months in lockdown. Along with that, missing out on 
practical work in classes like Art was certainly disheartening and a noticeable setback in these subjects.

Overall, I’m happy to be back in school among my friends in class, with life slowly going back to the way it was before 
Christmas. However, I am very thankful for the period of Online Schooling as without it, we would have been at a 
disadvantage coming back into summer assessments. I feel that Chríost Rí’s approach to the situation was handled very 
well and was a great aid for students in these times, as it kept us motivated and gave structure to our lives during these 
unpredictable times.

Losef Mac Gafraigh (5 ú bl)



Lockdown Learning - A Student Perspective ICT Development within Coláiste Chríost Rí: 
Past to present!
VSWARE
We are currently in the process of moving from the School App to 
the VSWare App. Going forward, this will serve as the platform for 
communication between parents/guardians and school. The Parent 
App is free to use and is available today. It is essential that all parents, 
download the app to view live updates on their boy. The Vsware student 
app is also available to download. 

OFFICE 365
Having our Office 365 platform set up and running smoothly has been 
crucial to the success of managing a blended approach to teaching 
and learning in Coláiste Chríost Rí over the past 2 years. All students and 
staff have received their own dedicated @ccrcork.com school email 
address. Our teachers have set up online classrooms using Microsoft 
Teams and students can access these from a computer, tablet or mobile.

In ‘Teams’ all students have an online class where teachers will post and share work that is completed in the class. During 
school closure, staff were able to schedule classes online in Teams and students could see their scheduled timetable for the 
week.

VDI FOR THE FUTURE
Ascend Cloud Solution and Vmware are developing a world-class, cloud-based, Virtual Desktop Infrastructure system for Irish 
education, and Coláiste Chríost Rí are the pilot school for this programme.

VDI is a centrally managed IT system that enables the user to work on a device as normal while all of the technical aspects 
of ICT infrastructure is managed by the experts remotely. With VDI, old devices have the same speed and output as new, 
more expensive, devices.

Think of logging on to an account similar to an email provider and all of the applications that you need are made available 
to you. The user can create, edit, store or share their work. This system is used in industry worldwide and we hope to bring this 
to our students in the next few year. In Coláiste Chríost Rí one of our top ICT priorities is preparing students to make a smooth 
transition from the classroom to the workforce. 

S. Ó hlarlaithe

Pictured (Archive, 1993) is our first CAD computer suite and, although quite bulky, it was cutting edge at the time; versus our modern 
state of the art slimline computer labs (2021).



Class Photos

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Kian Ó Gréacháin, Cormac Ó Néill,  Cathal Ó Croinín, 
Oisín Ó Maoldomhnaigh, Callum Ó Maolcatha, Conchúr Ó Tuama.

I lár (ó chlé): Cionnaith Rodruiges, Ailín Ó Riogáin, Alex Sagi, Conchúr Ó Riain, Dean Breathnach, Churchill Isibor, 
Daithí Ó Garbháin, Dáire Ó Lochlainn, Rian de Stainléigh, Deo Munza, Brian Ó Cathasaigh.

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Ailín Ó Muirí, Cathal Pádraig Ó Gamhna, Cian Mac Cárthaigh, Conchúr Ó Suilleabháin, 
Cian Ó hIarlaithe, Adam Ó Nualláin, Ciarán de Barra. 

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Josh Ó Suilleabháin, Hamad Alrahil, Daithí Aigbogin, Conchúr Ó Caoimh, Dónal Ciniféic, Adam 
Sherlock.

I lár (ó chlé): Fearghal Ó Crulaí, Adam Tornóir, Craig Ó Slatara, Donnacha Ó Siocháin, Jason Ó Muirthile,
Dónal Lee Bond, Ruairí Ó Dochartaigh, Daithí Gvelesiani, Hatem Hussin. 

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Daithí Adebowale, Dylan Ó Tuama, Jordan Ó Crualaí, Ewan Mac Daibhéid,
Daithí Ó Maoileáin, Aaron Breathnach, Daithí Ó Sé. 



Class Photos 

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Mohamed Amine Abbada, Ronaldo Nnedu, Reece Ademola, Alex Ó Dálaigh-Breathnach,
Nathan Ó Riogáin, Liam Ó Tuama, Reice Parker. 

I lár (ó chlé): Milosz Mniszek, Patryk Dudek, Kyle Ó hAoláin, Cian Ó Riain-Ó Faolchaidh, Nathan Ó Siochrú, Cristóir Ó 
Buacháin, Tyrone Wisdom, Marcus Ó Broin, Lucás Ó Cinnéide,

Nathan Ó Callanáin-Ó Dualláine, Rian Mac Aoidh, Lennart Kumi.
Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Niall Ó Liatháin, Philip Janz Gallardo, Marc Gabriel Miranda, Odhran Breathnach,

Maitiú Ó Cearnaigh, Alan Zheng, Milan Sapkota, Leon Ó Siocháin. 

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Seán Ó Cinnéide Osubor, Reece Ó Riain, Séamus Ó Riordáin, Dylan Ó Murchú. 
I lár (ó chlé): Szymon Renka, Seac Ó Dubhgáin, Séan Ciniféic, Seán Ó Foghlú, Aaron Ó Caoimh,

Séamus Ó Drugáin, Roibéard Ó Ceallaigh, Keabhan O Crualaí.
Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Ronniel Eniego, Séamus Ó Murchú, Seán Mintern, Rian Merritt, Rian Ó Murchú,

Séamus Wilson-Ó Ceallacháin, Thiago Bejarano. 

AS LÁTHIR:
Rossi Adair, Mahad Ahmed, Maciej Bak,Tomás Breathanch, Joel Charles, Adam Curtayne Gardiner, Kyle de Barra, 
Breandáin Depuis, Hamza El Kaloush, David Harink, Daithí Mac Conmara, Ewan Mac Daibhéid, Tomás Mac Ruairí, 
Pól Mealy, Christian Mozgovoy, Aaron Ó Conchúir, Jordan Ó Crualaí, Seac Ó Donchú, Adam Ó Dorcháin, Seac Ó 

Fuaráin, Tomás Ó Gormáin, Josh Ó Lachntáin, Eimhín Ó Laighin, Alex Perrott, Gursewak Singh, Sandro Tavares, Luca 
Tuffy, Gabriel Valente.



Active School Week

Three Stalwart Men

Three past pupils who became principals of Ballinora National School in succession. (Ó chlé: Lucás Ó Foghlú,
Micheál Ó Draighneáin, Uinsionn Ó Cróinín).

Cheiliúramar Seachtain Ghníomhach na Scoile arís i mbliana. Bhí deis iontach ag na daltaí cluichí éagsúla a imirt 
chun bheith gníomhach agus sláintiúil sna laethanta deacra seo.

We celebrated ‘Active Schools Week’ again this year.  Students really enjoyed lunch time Badminton and Basketball, 
Comórtas Gailf, Comórtas Peile, as well as, 1st and 2nd year Sports Days.



History

Congratulations to Lucás Ó Laoire
(1ú bl) who came second in the 
Cork City Schools’ Heritage Project 
Competition with his project on the 
‘History of Nemo Rangers’.

Congratulations also to all of our first year students who were presented 
with awards at a ceremony in city hall for their winning projects in the Cork 
Heritage Project Competition (March 2020). Students recognised for success 
include: Daniel Heffernan, Alex Beron, Luke Healy-O'Neill, James Nolan, 
Swikar Neufane, Reece Heffernan, Joshua Martin, Kyle Milner.

Pictured is Frank Sobolewski with his Transition Year project and model of Cork County Jail. Also pictured is past pupil 
Cllr. Kieran McCarthy, giving a talk to TY students around planning a project.



Christmas at CCRí 
Although Christmas 2020 was different, our many long standing traditions made the festive period as normal as possible 
this year. As a school community we still managed to come together to celebrate through our established charitable 
endeavours as well as some fun festive events! 

Our annual food drive and fundraising was completed by Mr Mahony’s team, in aid of St. Vincent de Paul; Christmas 
Jumper Day in aid of Cork Simon Community was a success, with €450 being raised; Our recently established 
‘Decorate Your Door’ event, initiated by S Ní Cholmáin, was just the fun activity and lift that everyone needed and our 
Mentor Programme organised many wonderful events for our first year classes. We are fortunate to have a very dedicated 
and active Parents’ Association who organised a bumper raffle and online quiz to add to the school’s continuous 
development fund. One of the incredible prizes included an iPhone 12!



Coláiste Chríost Rí was once again delighted to be 
involved with the Southside Youth Forum this year. 
This forum has been running for three years and has 
facilitated our students working with other schools 
and youth groups in the local area, to bring about 
positive change in the community. Our forum members 
continued working on the theme of ‘Promoting Positive 
Mental Health in Young People’. The specific aim this 
year was to generate an art piece; one which raises 
awareness of the struggles faced by young people 
today. It is envisaged that this art piece will be displayed 
at the Lough in the near future.

The school prides itself on links with the local community 
and, to this end, we took part in the Ballyphehane/
Togher Community Development Project Initiative, 
‘Pathways to Wellbeing’. This initiative saw students 
receive vouchers to buy themselves and a special adult 
in their lives a cup of tea/coffee and a pastry. This was 
a fantastic project that encouraged connectedness in 
the community and allowed students to thank someone 
who has been there for them when they needed it most!

Southside Youth Forum

 
Finally, the Forum were honoured to come runner up in the Community Youth Led Initiative in the most recent IPB 
Pride of Place Awards. IPB Pride of Place is an all-island competition that acknowledges the work that communities 
are doing all over the island of Ireland. The focus of the competition centered around people coming together to 
shape, change and improve daily lives in their communities. Pictured are some of the current forum members with 
their award. 

(ó chlé: Leas-Phríomhoide Liam Seartan, Dónal Gera, Séan Ó Ceitinn, Conchúir Ó Dubhgáin, Brian Longworth).



Work from our talented artists
Oran and Darragh are exceptionally talented portrait artists in fifth year. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw some 
of the work they had created during lockdown. I can’t wait to see what they produce next!

S de Búrca

Darragh Lynch, Fifth Year
Personal study
Pen on paper and digital art.



Oran Cummins, Fifth Year
Personal study
Pencil on paper and pen on paper.



This year our talented art students created a montage of photographs in response to an ABC photography challenge 
assignment. This work was submitted by 2nd and 3rd year students during lockdown.

S de Búrca



Junior Science Competition

SCIENCE AT CCRÍ

Throughout the last two academic 
years our students took part in the 
BT Young Scientist Competitions and 
Scifest. We had one group head off 
to the RDS, Dublin in 2020, and two 
groups in 2021 when the competition 
was held virtually in January. Our 
TY students also took part in Scifest 
at school where we held our own 
competition in the seanhalla for the 
boys to showcase their exceptional 
projects. TY students also visited 
Blackrock Castle Observatory as part 
of their science activity week.

A Ní Dhonnabháin

 

Sammy Gabor, Milan Sapkota, Luke Moylan-Hourigan and Darragh Lynch pictured with A. Pyrovolakis and a 
representative of Eli Lilly who sponsored the Junior Cycle Science Quiz. The quiz took place on the 15th of May 2019 in 
UCC. This was the 5th year in a row that a CCRí team finished in the top three across Cork city and county.  

JUNIOR SCIENCE COMPETITION



Climate March
Programme co-ordinator F Ó Dubhgáin pictured here with students from TY at the recent climate march in Cork 
city where he met iar-scoláire Colm O’Connor who was also present with students from his school Cork Educate 
Together Secondary School. A powerful example of student voice and active citizenship was seen across the country 
as thousands of second level students joined together that day, demanding more action from the government in 
relation to climate change. 



Damien Delaney visits CCRí

Transition Year students were delighted to welcome iar-scoláire and former Irish International soccer player, Damien 
Delaney, to Críost Rí this year. Damien took time out to support the students who organised a tournament in aid of 
The Irish Lung Foundation of Ireland. This event was organised by teachers: A Ní Donnabháin, S Ó Duinneacha, A Ní 
Mhurchú and F Ó Dubhgáin.



Transition Year 2020/21 
This year our TY programme adapted to overcome the 
challenges of the year in order to make the whole TY 
experience as engaging as possible. We introduced 
an online portfolio system to monitor academic 
performance, increased our digital engagement to 
enhance the skills of our students and have participated 
in many beneficial programmes and activities to keep 
our boys active. 

Some of our TY activities this year included: Irish Heart 
Foundation certified CPR training for students, the 
YSI Initiative, ‘The Teenager and the Law’ workshop, 
sport fundraisers and activity, walking and running 
challenges, cookery courses, skills week, work experience 
programmes where possible, school sports gear 
mini-company, guest speakers, subject choice seminars 
ahead of 5th year plus all of the core academic work 
of each subject area, to name but a few. All of this was 
made possible with an active student cohort, and by 
the dedication, determination and commitment of our 
Programme Co-ordinator F Ó Dubhgáin. Our resilient 
cohort rose to the challenges by finding innovative and 
creative solutions to make the most of the year. 

Special thanks also to our 4th and 5th year covid 
team volunteers who throughout the year, under the 
supervision of E Ní Dhrisceoil and S Ó Broin, helped to 
reorganise the school for reopening and kept a keen eye 
on safety standards throughout.

S. Ó Luínneacháin

Student Covid Team

S Ó Luinneacháin pictured with our TY students (2019) who successfully completed the ‘Irish Heart CPR for Schools 
Training Programme’. To date S Ó Luinneacháin and S Ó Broin have trained over 300 students in CPR.



TY students pictured in Blackrock on a Wellbeing 10k walk. Organised by tecahers: S Ó Luinneacháin, Pól Ó 
Ciarragáin, E Ní Dhrisceoil and F Ó Dubhgáin.

Some of our TY students (2021) who kept active throughout lockdown, training for our 10k run in Tramore Valley Park.



Críost Rí at 60
 


