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mural on the Burning of Cork

Fáilte ar ais, Taoiseach! Fáilte ar ais Chiedozie



Litir ón bPríomhoide New Personnel
Rí Eolas, our school publication, is a wonderful record 
of life in our school over the past 60 years. Its success 
in showcasing all aspects of life in Críost Rí is due in no 
small measure to the care and attention devoted to 
each issue. 

Looking back at editions of Rí Eolas from over the 
decades one is struck by how much has changed 
from the superficial such as hair styles to the more 
substantial such as the staff and the increasingly diverse 
nationalities that constitute the student body but 
equally one is struck by how much has remained the 
same, the focus on personal development, the various 
extra-curricular activities, the importance of service to 
those less well-off than ourselves and that sense of fun 
that is so apparent in our school.

Next year will see further changes and developments 
in the life of Coláiste Chríost Rí. Our new ASD class 
will open and work will begin on our new extension, 
bringing our facilities up to the highest possible 
standard. Following the implementation of the new 
Junior Cycle over recent years, a new Senior Cycle 
framework is about to be introduced, which will include 
more project work and State Examinations in Fifth Year. 
Big changes indeed. However, what will not change is 
our commitment to academic results and the provision 
of first-class facilities and the holistic development of 
each person. 

Nelson Mandela declared that “Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change the 
world.”  We are proud that the values that underpin 
education in Coláiste Chríost Rí continue to promote 
and create positive change in our world. 

Our experiences of the Covid 19 pandemic show us 
that change can also come very unexpectedly. The 
pandemic highlighted the importance of flexibility, 

First and Second Year students of the Professional Masters in Education (PME) programme who joined the CCRí team 
for 2021/22. Ar chúl [ó chlé]: Tomás Ó Mainnín, Gearóid Ó Creimín, Odhran Ó Catháin, Seán Ó Duibhir. 
Chun tosaigh [ó chlé]: Annie Fanning, Sarah Bermingham, Sorcha Ní Chonbhuí, Kerri-Ann Ní Shúilleabháin.

Welcoming our new Board of Management for the next 
three years. Fáilte romhaibh go léir! Coláiste Chríost Rí honoured to welcome Taoiseach back.

Fáilte roimh múinteoirí nua.  
(ó chlé: Seán Ó Duinneacha, Conchúr Ó Sé)

adaptability, of service to others, and the need for a 
sense of perspective, and indeed a sense of humour 
when times are tough. During the pandemic, front line 
workers were rightly hailed as heroes for the essential 
nature of their service to individuals and to the 
community. Covid forced us all to change, to hit the 
reset button, and to focus on what is actually important 
to us, our families, our friends, and the values that we 
want to underpin the society that we live in. 

On Monday 27th September 2021, we were honoured 
and privileged to welcome iar-scoláire An tUasal 
Mícheál Ó Mairtín, back to Coláiste Chríost Rí, as 
Taoiseach and as a friend. It was a truly momentous 
day, blessed with good weather, and thoroughly 
enjoyed by the large gathering of both present and 
former staff members and students and many of the 
Taoiseach’s friends and family.

The Taoiseach spoke of the happy days he spent in 
Coláiste Chríost Rí, touching, as he so often does, on 
how his experiences in Críost Rí helped develop that 
sense of service and generosity, which so informs his 
life as a politician. The student body, both those who 
attended, and those who participated, were uniformly 
complimented for their courteous behaviour and for 
their respectful engagement with the ceremonies. That 
sense of fun was also obvious too, as the Taoiseach 
really enjoyed the “selfie session” with so many 
students, parents,  
and staff.

Perhaps one of the students present on the day will be 
inspired to follow in Mícheál’s footsteps and  become 
Coláiste Chríost Rí’s second Taoiseach.

Rí Abú

P Mac An Rí



Risteard Tóibín went to his eternal reward on  
28th August 2021. 
Former colleagues of Dick joined with current students and staff 
to form a Guard of Honour outside the church in Cloughdubh 
as his family accompanied their dad and grandad to his finally 
resting place. Even in death he was still making connections, in 
this case the past meeting the present and the future.

Dick began his teaching career in CCRí in 1960. He taught 
Mathematics, Latin, English and Irish. His students held him 
in very high regard as a consequence of the positive and 
supportive culture which existed in his classroom. The esteem 
in which Dick was held was encapsulated in an appreciation 
by his former student and fellow musician Jimmy Crowley 
published in Cork Beo:-

“They stand like phantom sentinels in the opera of our lives. 
And long after they pass over, they shine on, continuing to 
pass on their wisdom to us, maybe bidding us to reconsider, 
putting us right there on many a conundrum, unwrinkling many 
a dilemma. They are of course, if we are lucky enough to have 
acknowledged them, the catalysts of our lives.”

Students see through pretentiousness and recoil from it. There were no “airs and graces” about Dick. He was 
authentic, humble, mild mannered, the antithesis of grandiosity. Above all, his commitment to fairness when 
dealing with students was a characteristic of his which was much admired by all.

Dick was appointed to the post of Deputy Principal in 1971. 
His transition to this senior management position was seamless. In the classroom his influence was focused on 
the individual student, addressing his needs, helping him cope with his anxieties, offering him advice as he 
meandered his way through our complicated and pressurised education system. His promotion meant his 
standing in the school had changed overnight. He now had joint responsibility with the Principal for influencing 
the culture in which students learned and teachers taught.

I arrived on the staff of CCRí in 1976. It was immediately apparent to me that Dick had the respect and trust 
of all in our school community. His acute sense of self awareness, his understanding that decisions he made 
had repercussions for teachers in the classroom, the students they taught and indeed their parents, ensured 
that those decisions were always measured and grounded in fairness. He knew that as in life education is not 
linear. Students learn in different ways and teachers use a variety of methodologies to support them. When 
he was required to intervene in that nonlinear world he listened actively and consulted widely but at all times 
he respected the student who may have been the reason for the intervention. His sense of “fair play” always 
ensured the student left his offce a little wiser, possibly chastened, but never diminished. As a staff, we knew we  
had a Deputy Principal who was calm, level headed, kept confidences, and above all, was trustworthy.
Críost Rí has an unenviable record in colleges GAA and Dick played an integral role in establishing our school 
as serious players in the colleges’ scene. When we won our first Corn Uí Mhuirí in 1967 Dick was the coach. This 
victory was the catalyst for many more victories in hurling and football at Munster and All Ireland level. He was 
also the coach when we won the Corn Uí Mhuirí in ’68 and ’70. The school also won the All-Ireland colleges 

Senior Football Championship (Hogan Cup) in ’68 and ’70. A fantastic achievement, ground breaking for a 
school still in its infancy.  Dick had “retired” from coaching when I took over the Senior Football team in the 
‘90s. I asked both himself and Mick White if they would help out on the side-line on matchdays. Not alone did 
Dick agree to be on the line, he also drove the team bus to games. Just another example of his generosity of 
spirit. Nothing was a problem when it came to promoting the school and helping those of us who enjoyed the 
contact with students outside of the classroom environment.

Bhí a dhílseacht agus a chion i dtreo an cheoil Gaelaí mar chúis gur ceapadh é mar chathaoirleach den 
eagraíocht Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann. Ba “fiddler” de cháil é agus sheinn sé i gceolchoirmeacha traidisiúnta 
ar fud na hÉireann. Reachtáladh seisiúin cheoil den scoth do cheoltóirí traidisiúnta sa Country Club Hotel agus 
oícheanta “box offce” a bhí iontu gan dabht. Toisc gur cheannaigh sé an tigh tábhairne the Gables i sráid  
na Dúglaise cinntíodh go mairfeadh oidhreacht agus traidisiún an cheoil agus a féadfadh le daoine leanúint 
orthu ag baint  taitnimh as an draíocht a bhaineann leis an gceol traidisiúnta.

Coláiste Chríost Rí was founded by the Presentation Brothers who have now passed on the torch to the 
Presentation Brothers’ Schools Trust. The PBST has a charter which helps schools to live and work in the Edmund 
Rice tradition. Dick was the embodiment of that tradition. The Charter highlights the need for “a deep respect 
for the individuality and integrity of each person” and promotes “a partnership approach.” 

These are the basic tenets which guide our unique spirit as a school. Dick lived that Charter in his daily life as a 
teacher and a Deputy Principal. He did it in a very understated and quiet way, not seeking recognition  
or acclamation. 

His family can rest assured that Dick will forever have a place in the hearts and minds of those who were 
privileged to work with him as a beloved colleague in CCRí. Several generations of students will also fondly 
remember him as a person who encouraged them to work hard, to be true to themselves and always strive to 
do their best no matter what path they chose in life.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

Mick Evans

Risteard Tóibín RIP



Cuairt an Taoisigh, 27ú Lá,  
Meán Fomhair, 2022

The following speech by Dónal Bevan captured the spirit of the Taoiseach 
and the day.

A dhaoine uaisle, dia dhaoibh ar maidin. Is mór an ocáid í seo dúinn go 
léir anseo. Cuairt an Taoisigh, Michéal Ó Mairtín, do Choláiste Chríost Rí. A 
thaoisigh, ar son Comhairle na mac léinn agus na mac leinn uilig anseo, tá 
Fáilte romhat. Good morning ladies and gentlemen and fellow students. I’d 
like to begin by welcoming you Taoiseach back to Coláiste Chríost Rí, on 
behalf of the present student body. It is truly a great honour to host your visit 
here today, to your alma mater.

This is a proud day for our school. In the history of the state, just fifteen 
men have held the position of Taoiseach. This crucial role as the head of 
our government entails, among many other things, coordinating the work 
of every Minister, providing answers to parliamentary questions in the Dáil 
each week, and keeping the President informed on both domestic and 
international policy. As it is clear to see, the job you carry out every day is 
extremely demanding.  

Your work ethic, determination and strength of character – traits which you no doubt honed in this very school – 
have enabled you throughout your career to not just succeed, but to excel. 

You, Taoiseach, are a fine example of what we, Coláiste Chríost Rí students, 
can achieve in our lives. Once, you sat in the same classrooms as us, 
studied the same topics as us, chatted with friends in this very yard. At some 
point during your time in sixth year, I have no doubt you stood in front of an 
assembly just like this, at which, you were inspired to always give of  
your best. 

Faced with incredible challenges since taking offce as Taoiseach in  
June 2020, you have represented the Irish people, both nationally and 
internationally, with the utmost dignity. The demands and challenges of 
dealing with Covid-19 including planning to reopen the country and restart 
the economy, propelled you into deep water, both in the Dáil and in the 
media but you constantly maintained a level head. In a time of great 
adversity, you exemplified to the world what it means to be a hardworking, 
diligent public servant and we in Críost Rí are incredibly proud of you. 
With the success you have achieved, and the high international circles in 
which you now move, you have never forgotten your roots. You played an 
instrumental role in ensuring our new school hall was built. We all appreciate 
you visiting us in 2016 to commemorate with us the centenary of the Easter 
Rising, despite your busy schedule. We will all remember the heartfelt tribute 
you made in the Examiner to one of your heroes, the legendary Jim Cremin, 
last year. 

As we can all see, your link to this school has endured, long past your last 
day of sixth year, and for this our community will be forever grateful. Finally, 
again, on behalf of the student body, thank you for visiting us today. Go 
raibh míle maith agat. 

Dónal Bevan (6 ú bl)

Last Autumn we were proud to welcome iar-scoláire, an Taoiseach Micheál 
Ó Mairtín, back to the halls of Críost Rí. 

Our distinguished past pupil, who has always been a great support to our 
school and the local community, was welcomed by enthusiastic students, 
teachers and former teachers. Although not his first visit to Críost Rí, this 
particular event was unforgettable as we welcomed him as Taoiseach. 

We were honoured that the Taoiseach made time within his busy schedule 
to visit Capwell and address our school community. Speaking of fond 
school memories that resonated with so many in attendance, the highlight 
of the day for many were the Taoiseach’s words of encouragement to our 
students. The Taoiseach spoke directly to our student cohort, our future 
alumni, of the infinite possibilities open to them, when equipped with an 
holistic education grounded in the Presentation Brothers’ tradition  
that emphasises the academic, the physical and the spiritual. Micheál 
further reminded them that success is also due to that unique social 
proficiency which develops when one is grounded by connection to the 
local community. 

All those present recognised that the Taoiseach’s own success in leading 
our country through the vicissitudes of the last couple of years was in no 
small measure due to the tradition of commitment to work inculcated in 
Coláiste Críost Rí.

Go fada buan thú, a Thaoisigh!  

S Ó Luinneacháin

Taoiseach returned to Críost Rí this 
May to record an interview with Joe 
Duffy for 'The Meaning of Life' series.



CCRí Parents' Association

Class of 1971 return to Capwell

Our Parents' association are highly 
valued and active partners in 
our school. Over the last number 
of years the association have 
fundraised for new desks and 
facilities for the benefit of all 
students. All parents are most 
welcome to join the association - 
please get in contact through the 
school offce to do so.   

This year students were busy selling 
raffle tickets for bumper Christmas 
and Easter draws. Great excitement 
and fun was generated across 
the school as there were so many 
prizes to be won, even a brand 
new PS5! Thank you very much to 
our incredibly dedicated parents 
association and indeed to all of the 
businesses and individuals who so 
generously sponsored the prizes.

Past pupils from the class of 1971 
returned to their alma mater during 
October last to address our senior 
cycle students. The former students 
took a tour of the school to view all 
of the improvements in educational 
services over the last fifty years and 
finished out the day delivering a 
careers seminar for senior students, 
imparting some of the knowledge 
and experience they have gained 
following their time in CCRí. 

Sport at CCRÍ
Cork Minors
Coláiste Chríost Rí representatives  
on the successful Munster and All 
Ireland winning Cork Minor teams this 
year.(ó chlé): Conor Cusack (Peil), 
Shane Kennedy (Iománaíocht), Ross 
Corkery (Peil).

Welcome to our newly established Volleyball team! 

Fáilte ar ais Chiedozie

We welcomed iar-scoláire Chiedozie 
Ogbene to Críost Rí earlier in the year, 
following incredible sporting success. 
It is heartening to see past-pupils 
come back to visit our current students 
and share their experiences. An 
exceptional athlete and role model for 
many of our current students. We wish  
him continued success!



Basketball

First year basketball team.

Second year basketball team.The victorious orienteering team receiving their medals from their coach and mentor Máistir Ó Mainnín.

Orienteering
Well done to our 1st Year Orienteering team who came 3rd in the Cork County Championships, in particular, 
Cathal Herlihy, Lee O Donovan, Evan Naughton and Kostas Kaskelis. Congratulations also to our 2nd year team, 
who came 2nd in the 2nd/3rd year boys Cork County Championships, in particular Jack Shine, Darragh Lynch, 
Evan Malone and Fiachra Murphy. These teams look forward to competing at County, Provincial and National 
Competitions next year. Pictured: First and second year orienteering teams.

T Ó Mainnín



After a Covid-enforced hiatus of almost 
two years, athletics finally returned to 
Coláiste Chríost Rí. 
Looking back, the lack of athletics 
training and competitions was a source 
of frustration for coaches and students 
alike as many great athletes graduated 
from Coláiste Chríost Rí without getting 
to compete in their senior year. While 
past pupils such as Charlie Gaffney, 
Churchill Isibor, Adam Turner and Odhran 
Walsh did not get to pull on the green, 
black and white singlet one last time; it is 
important to acknowledge the massive 
contribution that these athletes made 
to our lustrous reputation. These lads 
won countless medals and trophies over 
their athletics career in Coláiste Chríost 
Rí. Keeping a tradition (and reputation) 
alive is always tough and these young 
men could not have done more to keep 
our school in the spotlight.

Looking to the present, our current senior 
team of Ben O’ Connor, Mark O’ Connor, Stephen O’ Shea, Oisín Whyte, Shane Kennedy, and Luke Moylan- Hourigan had 
a successful cross-country season claiming the silver medal in the South Munster Athletics Championships. On a bitterly 
cold day in January these athletes lined up against the strongest school in South Munster. We knew it was going to be a 
diffcult contest given the conditions, course and competition. These lads gave us all a reason to be proud and fought  
hard to claim the silver medals, narrowly missing out on gold. 

Unfortunately, owing to absences and injuries; our day at the Munster Championships was not as successful and so we 
bowed out at this stage of the competition. I look back at the season as a success; and at the time of writing, we have 
a promising track and field season to look forward to. Of our senior athletes mentioned above Ben, Mark, Stephen and 
Luke will all graduate this year. These students have had exceptionally successful athletics careers with Chríost Rí and 
won medals and trophies in every age category. These young men have also contributed a great deal to our school’s 
strong reputation. We will miss their positive attitudes, commitment and talent when they graduate – and wish them every 
success in their future sporting careers. 

Looking to the future, we will continue to build on the successes of previous years with the great number of promising 
athletes that continue to train with us. We only have to look to runners such as Aidan Healy, Vito Dalsasso, Darren Walsh, 
Shane Stack, Eoin Smith-Maradiaga, Kevin Hickey, Tawhid Alam and Samuel Isibor (to name a few) to see that we have a 
strong future ahead. 

Thanks to school management and colleagues for all the support and interest shown. Thank you to Ken Nason for all of 
the time, coaching and dedication to Coláiste Chríost Rí; we are lucky to have a past-pupil who gives so much back to 
the school.

I will finish by thanking all of our students who trained with us this year – and I will ask that any student who has an interest in 
athletics to join us next year. It is up to us all to keep our school competitive.

Rí abú.

A Ó hÉidhín

Athletics
This year saw the return of our annual school ski tour. Thirty students travelled to Andorra via Barcelona for a full week  
of skiing.

Ski tour, Andorra 2022



This year we put much more emphasis on football and we didn’t have many hurling sessions before our first game in the 
“Carty” against Coachford College. We started this game very strong leading 1-07 to 0-07 at half time. We completely 
took our foot off the accelerator in the second half and let Coachford dictate the game. We lost on a final score of  
2-13 to 1-09.

In the “B” O’Callaghan Cup we played Ballincollig CS in Nemo Rangers. On the day we were the better side and won this 
game comfortably on a score line of 3-15 to 0-10. This win put us into the quarter final with Kinsale CS, our next opponents. 
On the day we were poor throughout and never really troubled Kinsale. We lost out on a score of 2-10 to 0-09.

Both panels would like to thank our coaches for the last six years and especially P Ó Ciarragáin, B Ó Cochláin and S Ó 
Broin for their dedication and commitment they gave to us. Their guidance and coaching has impacted myself and all of 
the team throughout the years and we are extremely grateful. 

Personally, I feel honoured and privileged to have had the chance to wear the Coláiste Chríost Rí jersey throughout my 
school years. There is something special about putting on the green, white and black of Críost Rí and it is up to the next 
generation to try and drive it on. It is a pity as a group we never won any silverware but we created memories that will stick 
with us forever. 

Rí Abú!

Ciarán Ó Dúlainn

Hurling

U14 Hurlers

U15 Hurlers

We may not have written ourselves into the history books this year as Críost Rí players but we can definitely say that we 
gave it a solid effort. For a team that had eight players start Corn Uí Mhuirí in 4th year, we had high expectations within the 
group. We set out at the start of the year with a goal to do well in the Simcox and Corn Uí Mhuirí, especially seeing as we 
lost out on a year due to Covid.

Having played three challenge games in the lead up to the first round of the Corn Uí Mhuirí against Clonakilty we felt that 
we were in a good place. Following a poor start we scored late points in the second half to draw level with Clon. In extra 
time we missed a few chances but a late free from Ross Ó Corcora drew the game making it 1-08 to 0-11, which sent us to 
penalties. Unfortunately, luck went against us and we were beaten 4-2. This was heart-breaking for the group but we knew 
that we were still in the competition which was a positive.

Our next trip was down to Tralee to play Mercy Mounthawk, with the winners progressing to the quarter finals. We started 
this game slowly as well as playing against a strong breeze and we were seven down at the break. Starting the second 
half strong, we brought it back to a three point game. We had two goal opportunities that were well saved by their keeper 
and this led to Mounthawk scoring a goal themselves, the final score was 1-7 to 0-4. A regret looking back on this game 
was we didn’t get enough numbers to training in the weeks leading up to the game, due to club commitments and  
other issues. 

We played St. Colmans College in the first round of the Simcox cup in Páirc Choilm. This was a game we expected to win 
but due to a shocking start we were down 1-4 to 0-3 at half time. We started the second half extremely well with three well 
taken goals but we switched off for the last couple of minutes and Colmans scored a late goal, to draw the game and 
make it 3-06 each. For the replay we had travelled to Fermoy without key players Conchúr Cíosóg and Seán Ó Cinnéide. 
We never really got going in the first half and we were six points down at half time leaving us with a lot to do in the second 
half. We got back into the game and really put it up to Colmans in the second half, but two shots hitting the post and a 
goal line clearance ended our season. 

Football

U14 Footballers

U16.5 Football Team



Advanced Mathematics

This year marked the beginning of our Céad Bliain Advanced Maths Club at lunchtime. Led by C Ní Eadhra.

October last we welcomed iar-scoláire Mikey Olden to speak to current 6ú bl students about business, 
entrepreneurship and the transferrable skills needed when starting your own business. 

Entrepreneurship

Festive Fun
Christmas 2021 saw the return of many Christmas activities in Críost Rí. We held our annual Christmas Jumper Day raising 
over €500 for Cork Simon, our decorate a door competition was back this year bringing cheer to the festive season, first 
and second year students decked the halls, and our young social innovators organised a highly successful shoebox 
appeal, led by A Ní Dhonnabháin.



Graduating Class of 2022

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Seac Colson, Samuel Gabor, Seac Ó Céilleacháir, Oleg Hryschenko,  
Daithí de Gud, Conchúr de Barra, Abdulmuizz Elbreki. 

I lár (ó chlé): Séamus Lotty, Tashdid Sadat Ali, Gurcharan Singh, Ethan Barbuta, Ben Mac Eachaidh,  
Dónal Gera, Ahmed-Zaki Ali.

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Craig Depuis, Pádraig Bisogno, Tahmid Alam, Conchúr Cíosóg,  
Eoghan Mac Annaidh, Stuart Ceitinn, Amir Khorchani, Giancarlo Valin.

As Láthair: Tadhg Breathnach, Oran Paul Cummins, Luca Gureshidze, Seac Ó Céilleacháir, Adam Mac Ambróis.

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Dónal Mac Aodha, Lucás Breathnach, Ciarán Ó Cathasaigh, Milan Zsombor Visztra, Caoimhín Mac 
Fhearaigh, Dónal Bevan, Rian Mac Suibhne, Seán Ó Cinnéide, Seán Ó Drisceoil.

I lár (ó chlé): Dónal Ó Cinnéide, Daithí Dwane, Seán Ó Meskell, Andrious Ó Buachalla, Cathal Ó Briain, Luka 
Nergadze, Eimhín Ó Conchúir, Adam Ó Muirthile, Ruairí Ó Conchúir, Ciarán Ó Coileáin.

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Iosef Mac Gafraidh, Seac Ó Ceallacháin, Seán Ó Ceitinn, Séamus McCloskey, Louis Ó 
hAnnigáin, Séamus Mac Cárthaigh, Eric Ó Caoimh, Micheál Ó Bearáin.

As Láthair: Diarmuid Mac Liam, Cillian Nuinseann, Adam Ó Caoimh.

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Darragh Ó Loinsigh, Marcus Ó Conchúir, Seán Ó hEarchaí, Ross Ó Corcora,  
Stiofán Osubor, Ciarán Ó Dúlainn, Lucás Ó Loinsigh.

I lár (ó chlé): Ben Ó Conchúir, Stiofán Ó Sé, Maitiú Ó Gráinne, Coilín Ó Muimhneacháin,  
Conchúr Ó Dubhgáin, Cillian Ó Ghoilín, Seán Ó Donnabháin.

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Brien Longworth, Islam Moussa Aboudou, Conchúr Ó Buachalla,  
Caoimhín Ó Luanaigh, Brien Ó hOrgáin, Samuel Ó Murchú, Roibeárd Ó Lafáin.

As Láthair: Troy Ó Conchúir, Aaron Ó Fuaráin, Aaron Ó hAllmhuráin, Dónal Ó hOrgáin,  
Dean Ó Maolmhuaidh-Ó Murchú.

Ar chúl (ó chlé): Oleksander Antoniuk, Derick Odigie, Jason Munro, Willa Karuru,  
Alesksandras Berzinis, Salem Alrahil, Craig Ring, Seac Ó Riain.

I lár (ó chlé): Lucás Ó Sé, Fionn Devine, Lucás Ó Maoileáin-Ó hAnnragáin, Gabriel Sporn,  
Salman Farsi Tamjid, George Tugulashvilli, Franklin Oloyede. 

Chun tosaigh (ó chlé): Callum Ó Suilleabháin, Sanjay Sahani, Khemraj Tripathi, Shirish Subedi,  
Qais Sabir, Callum Ó Seasnáin, Ryszard Zambrzycki.

As Láthair: Seán Mac Carthaigh, Lucás Ó Suilleabháin.



Turas Tíreolaíochta 2021

On a fresh October day our 6ú bliain students completed their Geography coursework at Garretstown beach.

Students busy working on Organic Horticulture, preparing for the growing season and collecting seeds.  
We hope to have a great harvest again this year.

Environmental Awareness  
and Sustainability Project 

Checkmates

Our school chess club continues to be a success due to the dedication of student volunteers each lunchtime. 

Congratulations to (ó chlé): Diarmuid Ó Donnabháin, Fazla Ullah, and Chris Marian Johnson, 2ú Bl English,  
who won the top three prizes in our Halloween writing competition for their short stories. 

Halloween writing competition



Science at CCRÍ
Blackrock Castle Observatory 

March 2022 saw our 2nd years participating in a workshop in Blackrock Castle Observatory, based on the JC Science 
Strands of Earth and Space which included the orientation of the Earth, Moon, Sun and our solar system. Students 
discussed the structure and formation of our moon, the variation between lunar and solar orbits and how different 
countries can experience complete or partial eclipses at different times. There was also a guided history tour of the castle 
and observatory tower.

Self Help Africa
Organised by science teacher W Ó Mathúna, students participated in workshops based on Sustainability, World Food 
Security, Gender Equality and Human Rights this Spring, delivered by Self-help Africa through the World Wise Global  
Schools initiative.

Kidding around!

First Year Mass of Welcome
 This year we were able to continue our in-school activities. 
One of the first was our Mass for new 1st year entrants, 
celebrated by Fr. Damien, past-pupil.

Distribution of Ashes 
Second year students (ó chlé: Seán Ó Céitinn, Patrick 
Ghidel, Fiachra Ó Murchú) ready to distribute ashes, 
marking the start of Lent in CCRí.

Last October we had a few new kids in Críost Rí in the form of a small herd of 
goats. Billy's Rent-A-Goat arrived to clear the grassy bank at the back of the 
school field. The goats were tasked with clearing the weeds and scrub; a lesson 
in natural, chemical-free, sustainable land clearing for our students.  
Organised by E Ó Riordáin.

1st Year



This year during science week there were many activities for our students to 
participate in. From quizzes, speakers, projects and model-making, our students 
were not short of science based activities. 

We also welcomed iar-scoláire Conor Horgan back to Críost Rí to address our 
5th year students. Conor is pursuing a PhD in Chemistry at UCC and has been 
recognised for his work of late on antibiotics resistance. 

Science Week

Pictured receiving their certificates from 
Chemistry teachers C Nic Craith and F 
Mac Giolla choda

BT Young Scientist 2022 

Well done to Tawhid Alam (1ú Bl) who 
participated in the BT Young Scientist 
and Technology Exhibition in January. 
The title of the project was "The water 
cost of Covid-19". Tawhid looked at  
the handwashing habits of people 
since the pandemic began and the 
effect this had on water consumption 
and waste.

Clean Energy Projects 

Second year students from Mr W. 
Mahony's class displaying their Clean 
and Renewable Energy projects.

National Spring Clean
Our students participated in the 
National Spring Clean this year, in 
conjunction with An Taisce and the 
Ballyphehane Tidy Towns committee. 
Students went out into our community 
and helped in the efforts to improve 
our local environment. 

Chemistry Olympiad 

Congratulations to Sam Ó Murchú and 
Dónal Bevan who achieved 'National 
Highly Commended' awards in the 
Irish Chemistry Olympiad, March 2022. 
Both students completed two rounds 
of exams and placed in the top 9% in 
the country. 



Cumann Gaelach Choláiste Chríost Rí 
agus Seachtain na Gaeilge
Cuireadh tús le Cumann Gaelach Choláiste Chríost Rí i mbliana, gach am lóin ar an Déardaoin, faoi stiúr ag Roinn na 
Gaeilge agus daltaí na scoile seo. Thug sé seo seans d’éinne le suim sa Ghaeilge, ár dteanga féin a úsáid lasmuigh den 
seomra ranga, agus í a chur chun cinn i dtimpeallacht na scoile. Cuireadh imeachtaí éagsúla ar siúl do dhaltaí na scoile 
i rith na bliana, ar nós Lá spóirt, comórtais scileanna sa pheil agus san iomáint, tráth na gceist, tae agus plé le soláistí agus 
TG4 ag am lóin, chomh maith le píotsa agus scannán roimh an mbriseadh Meán Téarma. 

Nasc sé seo le Seachtain na Gaeilge, inar ghlac na ranganna Gaeilge ó bhliain a haon go dtí bliain a sé páirt in 
imeachtaí spóirt, ceardlann amhránaíochta, taispeántas ceoil agus cluichí éagsúla eile i nGaeilge. Is cinnte gur éirigh le 
daltaí na scoile a gcuid Gaeilge a fheabhsú agus gur spreag An Cumann Gaelach daltaí eile chun an Ghaeilge a úsáid 
timpeall na scoile.

C Ó Meachair

Past pupil Aaron Ó Caoimh returned to CCRí to speak to the students about 
his career in film making and the role of his family in the process. 

Recently, I directed my first short film with the working title ‘Letter of 
Resignation’ and set during the Irish War of Independence. The film was 
produced by Bolt Studios, and stars a number of local actors including 
Owen Warren and Darren Kelleher. The film tells the story of my Great Grand-
Uncle, Thomas Lyne, an offcer in the Royal Irish Constabulary. As the war  
continued, he grew disillusioned of British rule and was greatly saddened 
by R.I.C. mistreatment. Therefore, he wrote a passionate and almost poetic 
letter of resignation to his superiors, criticising the government and offering his 
ideas on reforming the police system. The film is all about his life in the R.I.C., 
the consequences of the letter, and the controversial place in history of the 
police force.

I first heard the story of my Great Grand-Uncle in December of 5th year. I was 
in Mr Kelly’s history class, and was learning all about the War and the R.I.C. This 
led me to make enquiries of my aunts and uncles about Thomas. It was then I 
learnt about his story and the letter, a copy of which we still have. At the time I 
then completed my leaving cert History project on my uncle Thomas.

My main passion has always been film. I go to the cinema regularly and study the work of particular directors. It was 
always my dream to become a filmmaker.  Doing courses with Actorsvision, an acting school on Patrick’s Quay, has led to 
assistant work with them, such as recording sound and setting up film gear. When I heard the story of Thomas, I thought it 
would make a great short film.  So, I took my screenplay to my mentor Darren Kelleher. One pandemic later and we finally 
got to make it!

The role of director was quite challenging. I was in charge of seven professional crew members with far more experience 
than me and we were filming in many different locations. Inclement weather delayed many scenes, forcing us to find 
new locations. Even the planning of the short film was very diffcult. I had to organise all the props, costumes, locations  
and actors. When you're a director you really have to understand each crew member's responsibilities and be able to 
communicate what you want from them. But most importantly of all you have to have a clear vision of your film. Overall, 
however, the shoot went very well. All of the actors were very enthusiastic about their roles, the director of photography 
got some incredible shots, and I was happy with how I handled myself.

I always had an interest in history, but it wasn’t until I moved to Coláiste Chríost Rí in 5th year, and started studying it for the 
Leaving Cert, that I began considering it as a career. I now plan on becoming a history teacher myself.

Aaron Ó Caoimh 

Short Film



Ardú Street Art – Commemorations Project
From October last, Art and History students from across the year 
groups, along with Mr Coughlan, Ms. Burke and Mr. Kelly, worked 
with ‘Ardú Street Art’ artists – Shane O’Driscoll and Peter Martin to 
help research and develop ideas for a mural commemorating 
the centenary of the burning of Cork. The mural is funded by the 
Lord Mayors offce and is one of three across Cork city.
 The artists were interested in local stories linked to the tragedy 
and the imagery is a result of our students’ research. We 
discovered that 3 ú bl student, Ryan Coughlan, has a family 
connection to the events of that night. Ryan's great great 
grandfather and his great grandfather were firemen who worked 
to try to put out the flames as the buildings burned. We also 
discovered that a beautiful building in our neighbourhood ‘The 
Carnegie Library’ was raised to the ground in an act of vandalism 
in Cork city that night.

Staff and students were lucky to be treated to a guided tour of 
the other wonderful murals in cork city by the two Ardú artists. 
Ardú Street Art is a huge project and creates murals that are not 
only beautiful but provide a social commentary on many issues 
past and present.

Students involved; Billy Higgins, Conor Hurley, Ivan Borisov, Lorenzo 
Jose Tadeo, Alex Beron, Ryan Coughlan, Darragh Lynch, Joseph 
McCaffery, Darragh Merritt, Luis Miranda, Nathan Walsh,  
Shane Kelleher-Martin.

S de Búrca

Burning of Cork commemorations mural by Peter Martin and Shane O’Driscoll

The Hurling mural, by street artist Aches.

Creative Schools Initiative
It was with great excitement this year that Coláiste Chríost Rí was selected 
as one of the 160 schools to participate in the Creative Schools Initiative.

Creative Schools aims to give our children and young people the 
opportunity to experience creativity as an integral part of their education 
by placing the arts and creativity at the centre of school life. Over the 
course of the next two years the project will help us to understand, develop 
and celebrate creativity and the arts. 

The Arts Council provide funding to help develop and implement a 
Creative School Plan to suit our students. We will work together with Creative 
Associate Naomi Cahill and our Art teacher and coordinator Ms. Burke to 
develop a whole school plan for creativity. We look forward to new projects, 
workshops, and creative events over the next two years!

S de Búrca

Eoin ‘Stan’ O’Sullivan discussing the 
North Cork Sliabh Luachra style of 
traditional Irish music.

Print-making Workshop with  
Aoife Claffey 

Críost Rí Digital Art Club 

Sliabh Luachra musicians Eoin ‘Stan’ 
O’Sullivan, Michael ‘Tosh’ O’Sullivan 
and Tim Browne play for  
Críost Rí students.

Online VR Museum Workshop

Online VR Museum WorkshopStudents sampled various techniques
and learned how to make  
mono-prints

Eoin ‘Stan’ O’Sullivan discussing the 
North Cork Sliabh Luachra style of 
traditional Irish music.

Creative Careers programme for TY 
students with Sample-Studios. 



TY 2022 TY Activities
This year our TY programme saw the enactment of many new and exciting 
changes to subjects and activities, perhaps the most important component 
of the year though was our return to normal TY activity. The upgrade and 
adaptation of our programme reflects our continuous self-evaluation and, 
as a result, we now have increased our emphasis on sport, digital literacy, 
entrepreneurship, community engagement and the academic elements 
of the programme. Delivering a robust and varied curriculum that blends 
academic and social education has been a hallmark of our TY programme 
for many years. However, none of this would be possible without the 
dedication, willingness and talent of our incredible teaching staff who give 
so generously of their time. 

My hope is that the transferrable skills built throughout this year will continue 
to bear fruit, throughout senior cycle and beyond, for the students of 
2022. Some of the skill-building and activities this year included: Art tours 
and creative engagement, sport and training sessions, cooking classes, 
letter writing to our pen pals in France, hands-on project work in our 
workshops and classrooms, fundraising for Ukraine through cake sales and 
charity walks, local tours exploring the culture and local history of the city, 
social and environmental initiatives such as Stand Up Awareness Week, 
social studies charitable endeavours, retreat days, college visits, fitness 
programmes, entrepreneurship through the school gear committee and tuck shop staff, wellbeing initiatives, charitable 
walks, guest speakers, digital portfolio work, and so many more creative and academic accomplishments. A snapshot of 
our activities can be seen in the accompanying photographs.

I am especially proud that our actions this year have far exceeded our initial fundraising target for the bike to school fund 
in aid of Presentation Logre, Northern Ghana. Together we have raised €2,500 which will ensure access to education for so 
many. It is a mark of maturity that so many of our student-led activities this year have had a charitable component. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank Fergus Ó Dubhgáin for his incredible support and 
guidance as I took over the challenge of coordinating a busy and diverse programme; a programme that has thrived 
for the last number of years under his leadership. To conclude, I wish to commend the TY students of 2022, for their 
enthusiasm, work ethic and dedication shown throughout the year. Well done to you all on what has been a very 
memorable TY experience for all involved. 

Míle buíochas, 
S Ó Luinneacháin



Student profile: Kevin Looney, Trainee Barber

My name is Kevin Looney and I am a trainee barber in Cork City. I am eighteen years old and currently a sixth year 
student, finishing out my last few weeks in the school. When I first joined Críost Rí in 2016 I was a nervous first year, in classes 
with lads and teachers I didn’t know. Six years later this random collection of new friends are now my new clients, more 
importantly I have made friends for life in Coláiste Chríost Rí.
            
At one point I entertained the idea of a career in primary school teaching or pharma. Having completed my TY pre-
pandemic work experience in both professions, I realised that these careers were not for me. From this I knew I was drawn 
to the creative side and barbering was for me. During the pandemic I purchased my first set of clippers from Amazon to 
cut my own hair (as I’m sure so many did) because I couldn’t stand seeing it coming down over my ears. This was a time 
where most people decided to shave their heads but I take too much pride in my hair to do it and wanted to instead 
try give myself a fade. This is something that my barber did week in week out but mine didn’t go to plan and I ended up 
with a few bald patches. Little did I know this was a stepping stone, towards a journey that I am now on with personal and 
professional goals to achieve. 

I started cutting the hair of a few friends and as I improved I was able to expand my circle to a few classmates. Holding 
the razor is humbling as whoever sits in my chair trusts me with their hair and appearance. Before going into fifth year I 
was full sure of the barbering career I would pursue. I found it hard to motivate myself at times but, once I decided and 
applied myself to the craft, I could see my skill grow and develop. After the pandemic period, working from my kitchen 
and the mother giving out about finding hairs in the dishwasher, I was lucky and fortunate enough to be taken on by 
Ciaran O’ Sullivan, owner of Kiwi Cutz on Friar’s Walk, to help me take my skills to the next level. 

I met Ciaran through Instagram and from this conversation I decided to complete a course to give me a better 
understanding of hair and barbering. With this training I have developed my skills and my clients now have a high 
quality haircut and upgraded service. In the future I see myself with my own barbershop out the back (Mom’s happy), 
a loyal and growing clientele, being trained by one of the best in the industry, developing my own social media handle 
which has a great following. I post vlogs, haircuts and I like to share anything I find interesting. I am happy that I am now 
recognised as a promising young up-coming barber in Cork city. 

Things are starting to fall into place and I see myself living and working abroad over the coming years, perhaps even 
opening up my own business. I am beyond grateful for the support shown to me here in school, not only by the students 
but by teachers as well. These past six years in Críost Rí have shaped and developed me into the person I am today, for 
which I’m beyond thankful.  New clients are always welcome (teachers as well!) the more the better. I will miss Críost Rí but 
I have strong friendships and key skills that will help me create my own path into the future. 

Kevin Looney (6ú Bl 2022)

@kevinlooneyhair

TY Activities



Meitheal 2021/2022
 

Our Meitheal team were busy this year welcoming our new first year students and helping them to settle into 
life in CCRí, led by M de Faoite and F Ó Dubhgáin. Many events were organised each term, a sample of which 
appears here.

Meitheal 2021/22
 Our Meitheal team welcome our new first years.
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